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 Dear Parent/Carers,  

Despite the heavy rain this week, it’s been an exciting and eventful time here at Ysgol 

Afon Wen! The wet weather certainly didn’t dampen our spirits, and the children have 

continued to impress us with their energy, creativity, and resilience. From engaging 

classroom activities about a veteran turning 100, completing the Pupil Attitude to 

School and Self survey to support wellbeing across the school and also the rehearsals 

for the future production of Annie, there’s been plenty to celebrate – and we’re excit-

ed to share some of the highlights with you in this week’s newsletter.  

Date Event 

Monday 22nd September 2025 Nursery to Year 6 meet the teacher 

Monday 29th September 2025 Nursery – Year 6 School Photos 

Wed 15th & Thus 16th October 2025 Nursery – Year 6 Progress Evenings 

Thursday 23rd October 2025 Yr 11 Progress Evening 

Monday 27th October 2025 Week of October half term  

Key dates 

We would like to invite parents/carers of Reception to Year 6 pupils to attend our Meet the Teacher 
evening on Monday the 22nd of September.  During this event we will share your child’s school day, 
the school curriculum and important information that will help to support you this academic year.  

The event will be held over two sessions, the first at 3:15pm and repeated in the second at 4pm.  We 
look forward to meeting with you.  

Meet the teacher  
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Happy birthday Dougie 

100th Birthday cards for Dougie 

Shelly . A true hero of D Day and also 

The Arctic Convoys. Produced at Ysgol 

Afon Wen and signed by pupils. 

 

This week, our school has learnt about Dougie Shelley who turns 100 on the 23rd September 2025. A 
BBC article requested people to send 100th birthday cards to a World War Two veteran in a bid to make 
his big day extra special. 

Dougie Shelley joined the Royal Navy at the age of 17, serving as a seaman gunner. The sailor, from 
Southend-on-Sea, was on a ship in Hong Kong when the news of Germany's surrender filtered through. 

In  response, Ysgol Afon Wen will be joining many others in sending cards as a way to show our support, 
compassion and provided  another way to teach the children about empathy, kindness, and community 
responsibility . 
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Happy birthday Dougie 

100th Birthday cards for Dougie Shelly . A true hero 

of D Day and also The Arctic Convoys. Produced at 

Ysgol Afon Wen and signed by pupils. 

This is a poem, written by Temi-
dire to celebrate your incredible 
life.    
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Student Leadership Team  

Celebrating Our New Lead Learner Team 
We are delighted to announce the appointment of this year’s Lead Learner Team, who will 
play a vital role in representing the voices of our learners and leading initiatives across the 
school. Drawn from our Year 11 learners, the Lead Learners will work alongside the newly ap-
pointed Form Representatives, together ensuring that every learner in every year group has 
a platform for their ideas, concerns and ambitions. 

The standard of applications was incredibly high this year, with each learner presenting 
thoughtful ideas and demonstrating real commitment to making a difference. Applicants were 
assessed against clear criteria, including the quality of their application letter, their previous 
experience, their vision for the role, and the personal qualities they would bring. The panel, 
made up of SLT and Miss Jenkins, Progress Lead, were hugely impressed by the dedication 
and maturity shown by all candidates. 

The Lead Learner structure allows for both whole-school leadership and targeted focus on key 
areas of school life. This year’s appointments are: 

• Lead Learners: Nmesoma & Sophie 

• Deputy Lead Learners: Tehila & Lucas  

• Head of Activate: Madison (Deputy: Keeli) 

• Head of Advance: Emma  (Deputy: Salmah) 

• Head of Achieve: Divinesspencer (Deputy: Mubarak) 

• Head of Creativity: Kira 

• Head of Innovation: Deagan  

• Head of LiFE: Emilie  
 
Our learners impressed staff with their vision, confidence and commitment to making a differ-
ence. From improving community engagement, to supporting younger learners, to leading on 
issues such as attendance, wellbeing and school pride, this group has shown a real passion 
for strengthening school life at Ysgol Afon Wen. 

Together with our Form Representatives, the Lead Learners will ensure that learner voice 
continues to shape our school development and that every learner feels heard, supported and 
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Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or teachers. 

Well done! 

Celebration of Success  

Congratulations to Lexi in Year 4 who is in the coral squad for Allstars gymnastics. On Sunday 14th September 
she competed in the South Central Classic competition. Lexi won 2 bronze medals and a gold medal. She came 
6th overall which puts her as first reserve for the Welsh finals in October. Ffantastig! 

Nursery Tilly Channon & Dylan 
Brice 

Year 4 Riley Hughes, Dylan Lott & 
Ocean Mann 

Year 9 Ben Jones & Marnie-
Mai Jenkins 

Recep-
tion 

Cohan Reed & Mia Lewis-
Morgan 

Year 5 Ayla Williams,Dylan Taylor 
& Albie Brickell 

Year 10 Laila James & Jack 
Rees 

Year 1 Isaac Jenkins & Poppy 
Perry 

Year 6 Faith Wilson & Riley Davies Year 11 Nmesoma Obioma & 
Sophie Speed 

Year 2 Tommy O'Leary & Austin 
Loveridge 

Year 7 Isabella Clissold & Ella 
Heydone 

  

Year 3 Harry Gay & Logan Pow-
derhill 

Year 8 Jacob Barnhouse & Jayden 
Mason 
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Attendance 
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Equipment  

Community partnerships 

This week we had a very successful meeting with Hawthorn neighbourhood watch representative, Mr 

M Scudamore. We discussed the up and coming plans for our local community and the exciting events 

that we are keen for our pupils to participate in. More detail will follow.  

Please can we remind all parents to park in a safe manner and pay due consideration to our local resi-

dents.  

Supporting Your Child’s Future: Careers Guidance at Ysgol Afon Wen 
At Ysgol Afon Wen, we’re committed to helping every pupil explore their future pathways with confi-
dence. Our website offers a dedicated Careers Support area designed to guide both pupils and parents 
through the exciting journey of career planning. 

Where to Find Careers Information: 

You can access careers support by visiting the Ysgol Afon Wen website and navigating to: 

Careers Google Site – A hub of resources including career exploration tools, advice for supporting your 
children in all phases, links to Careers Wales and post 16 information. 

Together, we can help your child take confident steps toward a bright future! 

Careers information 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolafonwen.co.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DCareers%2B%2526amp%253B%2BWork%2BRelated%2BEducation%26pid%3D45&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C3160f90781ad41d6a9eb08ddf76c
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fhwbcymru.net%2Fcareers-and-work-related-exper%2Fhome%3Fauthuser%3D0&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C3160f90781ad41d6a9eb08ddf76c4aca%7C4f3f0e52b7344
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Creativity Faculty news 

Debate Club is an exciting new club running this year, for those pupils who love to express their opin-
ions and discuss topical issues from around the world each week. 

It’s open to all pupils from Year 7 to 11, with the opportunity for the older pupils to act as mentors 
for younger members.  

The pupils can choose which topics they'd like to discuss each week, depending on current affairs and 
topical news stories. From politics to pizza toppings - we want to hear your views!  

Clwb Saesneg / English Club runs every Thursday after school in rooms C15 and C9. The club offers ex-
tra support with classwork and homework for pupils who want to improve their English skills. It's a 
great opportunity to get help in a relaxed environment. All pupils are welcome—come along and give 
it a try! 
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Roald Dahl  day—13th September 

Creativity Faculty news 

Roald Dahl Day is a wonderful opportunity to encourage a love of reading and creativity in children. 

It helps students explore new vocabulary, develop their imagination, and enjoy storytelling togeth-

er. Here are some more examples of the work completed by pupils in 

Activate and Advance.  

The first is the Reception pupils making dream catchers from the BFG: 

The second is Year 8 pupils 

acting out sections of Charlie 

and the Chocolate factory: 
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 Advance Expressive Arts Trip 

Creativity Faculty news 
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 Catering Menus 
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