Active Travel Strategy 
Ysgol Afon Wen opened on the existing footprint September 2024, following the closure of Hawthorn High School, Hawthorn Primary School, and Heol Y Celyn. The school is a new All Age 3-16 school, and it is important to note that this is a live document, but also demonstrative of the commitment to developing our long term goal for sustainable futures for our whole school community.
Vision and Objectives
The Ysgol Afon Wen Active Travel Plan is a comprehensive strategy aimed at promoting and supporting sustainable and active modes of transportation within our school community. By encouraging walking, cycling, and the use of public transportation, we aspire to enhance the well-being of our students and reduce our environmental impact.
Vision Statement
Foster a culture of active travel to Ysgol Afon Wen, contributing to healthier students and a greener community.
The term ‘active travel’ is not always commonly understood, so it is important to provide explanation. Active Travel refers to journeys made by modes of transport that are fully or partially people-powered, irrespective of the purpose of the journey. It includes walking, people using wheelchairs, cycling (including e-bikes) to name a few. Active travel modes are at the top of the transport hierarchy and should be prioritised accordingly, with walking and wheeling considered first, followed by cycling, then the remainder of the modes, as per the Transport Hierarchy diagram noted here.
Active travel is a term used to describe walking and cycling for purposeful journeys to a destination, or in combination with public transport. Whilst walking and cycling are in themselves healthy activities that are to be encouraged, it is when they displace car journeys that they deliver significant benefits for the health and well-being of Wales. Achieving modal shift by displacing private car journeys with walking and cycling and public transport is at the heart of Llwybr Newydd, the Wales Transport Strategy.
The purpose of OUR plan is to set out:
· the Welsh Government’s vision for active travel and how it relates to our school aims
· how we will work with others to achieve the changes required
· how we will embed consideration of active travel across all school stakeholders
· how we will monitor progress against these actions and the rates of active travel across Wales
OUR plan sets out the priority areas to enable our community to use active travel more often, with the aim of significantly increasing the proportion of the population who walk or cycle for short journeys.
How active travel relates to wider objectives: The overall vision for Wales is expressed in the seven well-being goals in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Sustainable Development Principle and ways of working which need to underpin them.
Forty-four public bodies listed in the Act have a duty to contribute to achieving these goals and adhere to the principles underpinning them.
Increasing rates of active travel across our school will directly support the achievement of every one of the well-being goals. This means that supporting active travel is a very straightforward way in which our school can contribute al authorities to meeting our duties not only under the Active Travel Act, but also under the Future Generations Act.
For people in our school, we want walking and cycling to become the preferred ways of getting to /from school. Our plan is rooted in the principles of Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, Well-Being Goals and Sustainable Development Principle Equally, the Sustainable Development Principle with its five ways of working are fundamental to the way in which active travel interventions should be planned and delivered:
 Long Term: with a view to realise the long-term benefits and taking account of future development plans across the school;
· Prevention: preventing ill-health, car dependency, whilst improving site safety of all users;
· Integration: complementary curriculum activities;
· Collaboration: within and across organisations associated with the school;
· Involvement: school wide community of transport users, potential users and those otherwise affected.

