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Dear Parent/Carers,

It’s been a busy and successful week here at Ysgol Afon Wen, full of valuable experiences and achievements for
our pupils!

Our Year 11 students have been working incredibly hard as they took part in their GCSE oral assessments this
week. Staff have been very impressed by the maturity, focus, and confidence shown by the pupils during these
important exams. It's a big milestone on their GCSE journey, and we're proud of the effort and preparation
they’ve putin.

In addition to their academic commitments, pupils also had the opportunity to explore their future pathways by
attending a Careers Fair event in RCT. The event provided a fantastic chance to speak with employers, training
providers, and further education representatives. Pupils left feeling inspired and better informed about the
wide range of opportunities available to them after school.

Back at Ysgol Afon Wen, we also hosted our Pathways Evening for post-16 study. The event, hosting Bryn Ce-
lynnog, Coleg Y Cymoedd and Carers Wales gave pupils and their families the chance to learn more about the
subjects and courses available to them after Year 11. Staff and visitors shared valuable information to help stu-
dents make informed choices about their next steps.

It's been a week that highlights the ambition, hard work, and enthusiasm of our learners—both in their current
studies and as they look to the future.

Da iawn pawb — keep up the great work!

Key dates
Date Event
Monday 6th October 2025 Uniform Swap Shop
Thursday 9th October 2025 Repeated Year 6 open evening
for families who did not visit in the summer term.
Wed 15" & Thursday 16™ October Nursery — Year 6 Progress Evenings
Friday 17th October 2025 Sumo Wrestling Trip/Nasal Flu Vaccinations
Monday 20th—Wed 22nd October School Production 5pm (3 nights)
Thursday 23" October 2025 Yr 11 Progress Evening
Thursday 23" October 2025 Halloween Disco
Monday 27th October 2025 Week of October half term
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Celebration of success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or

teachers. Well done!

Nursery Zac Palmer & Year 9 Albie Hill &
Lando Jones Roimot Abolarinwa
Reception Harry Lee & Year 10 Lily Baker &
Noah James-Kuras leuan Coles
Year 1 Evan Wilson & Year 11 Madison Bale &
lbrahim Yadgari Keeli Fletcher-Slocombe
Year 2 Brayen Demeter &
Morgan Jenkins
Year 3 Harley Harrop &

Kingsley Lacey

Uniform Swap Shop
Please come along to our uniform swap shop on Monday 6th October at 3.15pm. All items of uniform are
free of charge for pupils or parents/carers. There is no requirement to bring any item(s) to swap. Any dona-
tions of school uniform, PE kit, shoes or bags can be brought to the school reception. We kindly ask that all

items are in good condition and laundered. Thank you for your support.

Uniform
Swap Shop

Monday 6th
October 2025

@3.15pm
Activate Hall

YAW SWAP SHOP
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E Safety

As part of our ongoing commitment to the safety and wellbeing
of our pupils, we want to take this opportunity to highlight the
importance of online safety — particularly around the use of apps,
games, and social media.

While we understand that many children enjoy playing games
and engaging onling, it’s essential that they are using age-
appropriate platforms and that families are aware of the poten-
tial risks. With the right guidance and supervision, technology can
be a positive and creative outlet. However, without the correct
settings and support, children can be exposed to inappropriate
content, contact from strangers, and other online dangers.

We encourage all parents and carers to take an active role in un-
derstanding the platforms their children are using and to have
regular conversations at home about staying safe online.

To support you in this, we have a dedicated Online Safety section
on our school website, which includes practical advice and guid-
ance on how to keep children safe on specific apps and games.
You can access it here:
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Years 7-13 Family Tips
Help Children Post, Comment, and
Upload Responsibly

As children and young people start sharing content and engaging with others online, it's important for
them to understand the tracks they're leaving behind and what those tracks might reveal. Parents can
help guide their children toward creating the kind of footprint they can be proud of.

Check out these 4 tips 2

Be a role model.

Before you post a photo of your child on social media, ask them ifit's OK to share.
Not only will you give them control over their own digital footprint, you'll be
showing them what you expect them to do with others' photos.

Use privacy settings.

Sit down with your children to show the privacy settings you use on your apps and
devices. Talk about why you keep certain information private or limited to a small
group. Ask them what information they feel comfortable sharing and why.

Look to the stars.

Scroll through the Twitter or Instagram feed of a famous celebrity, artist or
politician. Discuss the image they project based on their posts. Ask your child what
kind of image they would like to create - and what kind of things (funny stories, silly
memes, heartfelt videos) add or detract from that.

Search yourself.

Take turns looking up your name and your child's name on a search engine and a

©O 00

social platform, then discuss the results. Are you both comfortable with what
information and images are available to strangers? Is there anyone whom you
wouldn't want to see those results?

Online Safety at Ysgol Afon Wen

internet
matters.org

EXPERT TIPS:

How to create a great
environment for kids to talk

TALK EARLY AND OFTEN CHOOSE THE RIGHT TIME

CREATE A E SPACE
OPEN UP AND SHARE TOO FOR YOUR CHILD

our 9 + Ask open-ended
questions
. . "
-

encouraging to 4« »

make them fael

I supported

sred, calm and
ent with them

Homepage - UK Safer Internet Centre

Things to cover in conversations

ONLINE REPUTATION

and apps ar ,
- digitalwol s App Store

CRITICAL THINKING

them freedom to
make informed
dedisions

RESOLVING
ONLINE ISSUES

Internet Matters App

Download our free
tablet app for a fun
to starta

about online ¥
with your child and
help them make
smart choices online

internet
matters

GETITON
* Google Play

Please note that the age restrictions on most social media apps are 13 years and older.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fysgolafonwen.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DOnline%2BSafety%26pid%3D41&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C8759364a0e4645a2123608de01cdbcda%7C4f3f0e52b734416494
https://saferinternet.org.uk/

YSGOL
AFON WEN

Right of the month: To say what you think should happen and be listened to (Article 12) .

Innovation Revision Support

MATHSWATCH

Ownwork will be set weekly on Mathswatch to support learing and practice of key
skills. Mathswatch is an online learning platform that provides short video tutorials,
interactive questions, and instant feedback to help students develop their maths
skills. The first Ownwork will be assigned on 3rd October, with subsequent tasks
following each week.

Usemame:
firstname.lastname@ysgolafonwen

Password:
revise
MathsWatch *all lowercase*
Production Pupils and staff have been working really hard to bring you a fab-

ulous production of Annie Jnr The Musical. We have over 115
pupils across Years 4-11 in the cast and crew! It's a huge project
and we are very grateful to our parents for their support in help-
ing make this happen.

Pupils who are involved in the production have been given a
unique QR code to pre-order their tickets. Can parents of the
cast and crew pre-order tickets, send in cash payment during re-
hearsal times in an envelope via your child. Tickets will then be
distributed following payment, to parents upon collection on the
door in years 4- 6 and then via the pupils themselves in years 7-
11.

All information regarding Annie Jnris in Google Classroom and
pupils have been given this code to sign in. Costume sugges-
tions have gone out via Google Classroom and paper copies so
check your child's bag! Please note, only pupils can sign into this
classroom, and not parents, via the pupil hwb account.

Tickets are available for the wider public for purchase ON THE
DOOR of each night at a flat rate of £5. Please come along and
support our fantastic cast and crew.
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Llangrannog Year 6 residential trip

The school are pleased to be able to offer your child the opportunity to take part in a school trip
to Llangrannog from Wednesday 11™ February to Friday 13™ February 2026. This will be their Year
6 end of Primary cluster residential trip =

The trip is organised by Llangrannog and the children will be ac-
companied by staff from their school. Ysgol Afon Wen will also
be joined by our cluster primaries, Parc Lewis and Ffynonn Taf.
During their time there, children will have the opportunity to
socialise and develop new friendships in preparation for their
transition to Year 7 at Ysgol Afon Wen.

Please ensure that you have had the letter from your child.

Flu Vaccinations

All children in years R-6 have been given their Flu Spray Vaccine letters. Immunisations are due to take
place on the 17th October.

Please return the consent form to your child's class teacher as soon as possible.

The following link has been provided by the School Nursing team to provide information about the Flu
Spray Vaccine.

Flu 20257
HEAD

LICE

Headlice

We’ve had a small number of reports of head lice in the Activate and lower Advance
Phase (Nursery to Year 6) This is a common issue in schools, and we kindly ask all parents to check
their child’s hair regularly and treat if necessary. Prompt action helps prevent further spread. More
information on detection and treatment is available from your local pharmacy or the NHS website.

Anti-bullying work

This half term we have been busy preparing the launch of our Anti-bullying Ambassador support
scheme. We have a number Anti-bullying Ambassadors in the school who have received specific
training around identifying bullying, taking disclosures of bullying and safeguarding their

peers. Our ambassadors are busy setting up a safe space where pupils can talk about worries
they have regarding themselves, or their peers, during breaktimes.

More information to following in the coming weeks.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAGxccp8Ncg%2Fy8YKPGVVUejlSQCii0TsKg%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAGxccp8Ncg%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink2%26u%2312&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolaf
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Year 11 Careers Progression

Year 11 Explore Future Pathways at RCT Jobs Fair & Pathways Evening:

Our Year 11 pupils recently had the exciting opportunity to attend the RCT Jobs Fair, where
they engaged with over 50 employers from a wide range of industries. The event provided a
valuable insight into potential career paths and future opportunities, sparking meaningful
conversations about life beyond school. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience, with
many expressing in their evaluations that they now have a clearer idea of the industries
they’'d like to pursue after leaving school. It was fantastic to see their confidence grow as
they explored real-world possibilities.
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In addition, we hosted a successful Year 11 Pathways Evening, welcoming representatives
from Bryn Celynnog Comprehensive School Sixth Form and Coleg y Cymoedd. Pupils and
their families were able to learn more about the diverse range of post-16 options available,
from academic courses to vocational training. The evening was well-attended and offered val-
uable guidance to help pupils make informed decisions about their next steps in education.
For those who couldn't attend, you can view the presentations that were shared on the Ca-
reers area of our webpage

Both events have played a key role in helping our Year 11s feel more prepared and inspired
about their futures. We’re proud of their engagement and enthusiasm, and we look forward to
supporting them further as they plan their next chapter.
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New facilities

A First Look at Ysgol
Afon Wen’s New
Community Facility

Senior staff at Ysgol Afon Wen were recently given a first glimpse of the school's new
community facility — an inspiring development that promises to become a place of
connection, care, and collaboration.

Although still under construction, the tour revealed a thoughtfully designed space that
reflects the school’'s commitment to belonging, a key strand of our School Development
Plan. The facility is being built not just for education, but for the wider community — a place
where families, professionals, and local services can come together in support of every
child’s journey.

The plans include a flexible conferencing area, ideal for hosting parental workshops, training
sessions, and community events. Dedicated rooms will provide private, welcoming spaces
for health visitors, early years clinics, and wellbeing drop-ins — ensuring families can access
support without needing to travel far.

Other features include a multi-purpose kitchen and refreshment zone, a sensory or quiet
reflection room, and outdoor gathering areas that encourage informal connection. These
spaces will enable a wide range of activities: baby and toddler groups, mental health support
sessions, job-seeking advice, intergenerational projects, and more — all rooted in the best
practice seen in community-focused schools across Wales.

This facility is a physical expression of Ysgol Afon Wen's belief that schools thrive when they
are at the heart of their communities. By opening our doors to families and services, we're
building a culture of trust, partnership, and shared purpose.

We look forward to welcoming you into the finished space soon — and to seeing how it
grows into a vibrant hub where everyone feels they truly belong.
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Travel Code

YSGOL AFON WEN
TRAVEL CODE

One very important cornerstone of our
‘Afon Wen Way’ is the way we respect
our community. This includes how we
arrive to school in the morning and
how we leave at the end of the day. We
have reminded all members of our
community of the need to show
respect at all times, including whilst
travelling on public / school transport.

All-Wales Travel Behaviour Code

The All-Wales Travel Behaviour Code is
a statutory code created by the Welsh
Government to promote safe travel for
learners aged 5 to 19 and set standards
for their behaviour on all forms of
transport to and from education
settings. It applies to public buses,
trains, cars, walking, and cycling and
requires learners to behave
respectfully and follow safety rules.
The All-Wales Travel Behaviour Code
can be accessed here:

-wales- - viour-code- Nz
statutory-guidance.pdf ’R
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Travel Code

YSGOL AFON WEN
SAFE TRAVEL ON SCHOOL TRANSPORT
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Travel Code

YSGOL AFON WEN
SAFE TRAVEL ON SCHOOL TRANSPORT
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You may also wish to
contribute to a live Welsh
Government consultation.
This consultation seeks views
on the draft second edition of
the Learner Travel
Operational Guidance. The
draft guidance 2025 makes
changes to the first edition of
the guidance which was
published in 2014.

Should you have any concerns regarding behaviour whilst
travelling to and from school, please contact your child’s
Progress Lead or Mrs K Gwyn in her role as Safeguarding
Officer.
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LIFE Faculty news —
Pupil Shoutouts

Subject/Class Year | Name Subject/Class | Year | Name
PE 7 Daisy morgan .
Frankie Mcfadden Welsh 10 Maizie Jones
Isla Collins Baccalaureate Lucy Crockett
Autumn Pugh Jacob Hughes
Indie Reece Oliver O’ Calla-
ghan
Mckenzie Mills
Humanities 9 Alfie Clark . .
9 Maia Amos Welsh 11 Mikayla Davies
8 Archie Prichard Baccalaureate Koen_Mubana
8 Ethan Button Sophie Speed
Lucas Parsons
Emma Davies
History 10 Ava Hopkins
11 Madison Bale
Geography 11 Dan Ogbo
10 Corey Hall
/
¢ «\‘9
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Welsh Baccalaureate Health and Social Care

Important Date Important Date

Year 11 - Task 1 - coursework
services

10th October 2025

Year 10 - Enterprise
Challenge ( with 25% of
overall grade)

10th November 2025
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LIFE Faculty news -

Y7 Girls netball v Cardinal Newman (H) 01/10

) o ) ) 15 A 1
Our year 7 Netball girls participated in their first Netball

game of the 2025/2026 season, against Cardinal Newman
school. This teams adds more participation and success to
the Ysgol Afon Wen Extra-curricular program.

Each girl gave 100% effort and didn’t give up against
Cardinal’s 3 teams. Our attack options were brilliant, with
players demonstrating great communication and agility skills
to score some brilliant goals. It was fantastic to see our new
year 7’'s competing and enjoying netball.

Special shoutout to Emily Donovan and Salisa Williams who
were awarded player of the match by the opposing team.
Both girls showed incredible work ethic and skill level,
getting the ball through to attack.

U13 girls football v Cwm Rhymney (A) 01/10

Our Year 7 & 8 girls’ football team travelled to Blackwood on 1st October for our first ever Ysgol Afon Wen Welsh Cup fixture against
Cwm Rhymney. The players showed fantastic enthusiasm and a real determination to compete.

Throughout the match, every player demonstrated discipline and teamwork, with excellent communication from the defensive line
helping to maintain the team'’s structure. It was brilliant to see new members of the U13 squad linking up with maore experienced
players, and our impact players made a real difference when coming onto the pitch—lifting morale and keeping us competitive across
all areas of play.

A special mention goes to Jessika Cuff, who was awarded Player of the Match. Jess showed outstanding skill, confidently carrying the
ball from defence into attack and making a big impact on the game.

Year 8 boys football v Y Pant (H) 30/9

Our boys competed in the Welsh cup against Y pant on Tuesday 30th September. This was the
boys first game back this season and were highly motivated to represent Ysgol Afon Wen.

During a very tough match the team showed fantastic effort and spirit. Ysgol Afon Wen scored 3
brilliant goals that showed individual quality and the quality the boys have as a team. The
improvement and how the team has bonded is great to see, and they should be very proud of how
far they have come.

A special mention goes to Harlee Pyne and Frankie Jonathan for amazing leadership,
encouragement and effort during the match, lifting other players around them
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LFE Faculty news

Upcoming fixtures

U13 Girls Football v Cwm Rhymney - Welsh Cup
U13 Girls Netball v Cardinal Newman (H) 1/10
Year 8 boys football v Y pant (H) 30/9

Year 9 Boys football v Idris Davies (H) 8/10

"Life" in Activate

Nursery’s very first P.E. lesson of the year involved
football skills and teamwork. This was Zac’s planning
suggestion and we loved it!



