
 Dear Parent/Carers,  

It’s been a wonderfully busy week here at school, filled with learning, fun, and important experiences for 
our pupils. 

Earlier in the week, we were delighted to welcome the School Dental  and nursing Team, who spoke to pu-
pils about the importance of good oral hygiene and healthy habits. The sessions were informative and en-
gaging, helping pupils understand how to take care of their teeth and why regular brushing and check-ups 
are so important. 

On Friday, the school was filled with colour and creativity as everyone dressed up for Children in Need Day. 
It was fantastic to see so many bright outfits and happy faces around the school! We are very proud of the 
pupils’ enthusiasm and generosity in supporting such a worthwhile cause — thank you to all families for 
your kind donations. 

Throughout the week, pupils have also been working hard on their practice Welsh National Tests in Litera-
cy, Numeracy, and Reasoning. These practice sessions give pupils valuable experience and help them feel 
more confident when it comes to completing the real assessments later in the year. Teachers have been 
really pleased with the effort, focus, and positive attitudes shown.  

It’s been a full and productive week, and we are very proud of everything our pupils have achieved. Well 
done, everyone! 

Key dates 
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Date Event 

Tuesday 18th November 2025 Alternative Curriculum Day 

Friday 28th November 2025 Year 7-11 Flu Vaccinations 

Monday 1st December 2025 Year 11 Mock Exam week 

Wednesday 3rd December 2025 Christmas Concert 5pm 

Thursday 4th December 2025 GCSE Success evening 6pm (Yr 11 2024/5) 

Monday 8th December 2025  Year 4, 5 & 6 Christmas show 2.15pm 

Tuesday 9th December 2025 Year 4, 5 & 6 Christmas show 2.15pm  

Wednesday 10th December 2025 Year 2 & 3 Christmas Show 9.15am 

Thursday 11th December 2025 Reception & Year 1 Christmas Show 9.15am 

Friday 12th December 2025 Nursery Show 9.15am  

Monday 15th December 2025  

Tuesday 16th December 2025 Year 4, 5 & 6 Cinema Trip 

Wednesday 17th December 2025 Year 7 & 8 Cinema Trip 

Thursday 18th December 2025 Year 1 & 2 Christmas cinema on site                                 

Christmas Pantomime Year 3-7                                                

Year 9 –11 Cinema trip  

Friday 19th December 2025 Staff pantomime & end of term  

Monday 5th January 2026 INSET DAY (school closed for pupils)  

Tuesday 6th January 2026 Pupil return for Spring Term  



Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or teach-

ers. Well done! 

Celebration of Success  
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Nursery 
Sophia Packwood & 

Millie Quinn 
Year 4 

Lowen Mae Llewelyn & 
Finley Evans 

Year 9 
Darcie Brickell & 
William Davies 

Reception 
Oakley Short & Ella 

O'Leary 
Year 5 

Halen O' Leary & Olivia 
Bogocz 

Year 10 
Brogan Gill & Layla 

Ford-Searl 

Year 1 
Elle Rowe & Ever-
leigh-Sue Baker-

Jones 
Year 6 

Caitlin Owen & Kobi 
Jones 

Year 11 
Tristan Lowbridge & 

Molly Bulley 

Year 2 
Eddie McFadden & 

Evelyn Vaughan 
Year 7 

Dylan Evans & Isla Col-
lins 

  

Year 3 
Freddie Morgan & 

Aliya John 
Year 8 

Beissan Driai & Charlie 
Whiles 

  



 The importance of attendance and punctuality  
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Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in helping children succeed—
academically, socially, and emotionally. When pupils attend school consistently, they build stronger 
connections with teachers and classmates, develop good work habits, and keep up with the learning 
that happens each day. 

Even missing a few days here and there can add up. A pupil who misses just two days a month loses 
more than three weeks of learning over the course of a year. That can make it harder to stay on track 
with reading, maths, and other subjects—and can affect a child’s confidence and enjoyment of school. 

Arriving at school on time each day sets a positive tone for your child’s learning. When pupils arrive 
promptly, they start the day calmly, are ready to learn, and don’t miss out on the important first few 
minutes of lessons — a time when teachers explain the day’s plans and key learning points. 

Being just 10 minutes late each day may not seem like much, but it adds up to over 30 hours of 
missed learning time across the school year. Regular lateness can make it harder for pupils to settle 
into class routines, catch up with lessons, and can even affect their confidence. 

We understand that some mornings are busier than others and that unexpected things happen. We al-
so know that a small number of absences are unavoidable. When that happens, please let the school 
know right away and help your child catch up on missed work. However, avoiding unnecessary absenc-
es—such as holidays during school time or “just a day off”—makes a big difference. 

 

You can help by: 

• Setting a consistent bedtime and 
morning routine 

• Planning medical appointments 
outside school hours when pos-
sible 

• Encouraging your child to look 
forward to school and talk about 
their day 

• Preparing uniforms, bags, and 
lunches the night before 

• Leaving a few minutes earlier to 
allow for traffic or delays 

• Talking positively about school 
and the importance of being 
ready to learn 

• Communicating with teachers, 
Progress Leaders or the school 
office if your child is struggling 
with attendance 

  

When pupils show up every day, 
they build habits that will serve 
them for life. Together, we can 
make sure every pupil has the best 
chance to learn, grow, and thrive. 
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Wellbeing support 

As always, we will continue to ensure your child is supported in all aspects of school life this 

year.  Your child’s class teacher / form tutor will always be your first point of contact. Should 

you require any additional support, please reach out.  

Nursery – Year 3 Mrs N Rowland 

Year 4 – Year 6 Mrs V Geach 

Year 7 Mr A Williams 

Year 8 Miss L Burnett 

Year 9 Miss L Phillips 

Year 10 Miss H Boyce 

Year 11 Miss M Jenkins 

ALNCO Mr S Lock 

Thursday 12th February 2026 Year 9 Core Progress Evening 

Thursday 5th March 2026 Year 9 Options Evening 

Thursday 19th March 2026 Year 11 Targeted Progress Evening 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Year 8 Progress Evening 

Wednesday 22nd / Thursday 23rd April 2026 N-Year 6 Progress Evening 

Thursday 7th May 2026 Year 10 Progress Evening 

Thursday 14th May 2026 Year 7 Progress Evening 

Progress Evenings 

Ysgol Afon Wen - Help and Support  

https://ysgolafonwen.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Help+and+Support&pid=48
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Punctuality  

Attendance this week 

Congratulations to  Year 3 who have the highest attendance this week. The school expects every 

pupil to have at least 90% attendance to school.  A high level of attendance to school supports high 

levels of attainment and wellbeing.  

Nursery 82% Year 4 88% Year 9 86% 

Reception 88% Year 5 88% Year 10 81% 

Year 1 87% Year 6 88% Year 11 81% 

Year 2 91% Year 7 92%   

Year 3 93% Year 8 86%   

"Success starts with showing up on time." 
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Numeracy across the curriculum 

Numeracy challenges for this month. Please give your teacher/maths teacher your answer.  
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Numeracy across the curriculum 
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Year 11 Pathways 
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Christmas Card Congratulations 

We are thrilled to share some fantastic news! Two of our talented learners, Temidola O (Y9) 
and Faith O (Y9), have achieved 1st and 2nd place in the age 12+ category of a recent com-
munity competition organised Pontypridd Museum. This is an incredible accomplishment, 
and we are so proud of their creativity and hard work. 

Even more exciting, Temidola has been invited to switch on the Christmas lights in Ponty-
pridd town, a wonderful honor that highlights the growing connections between Ysgol Afon 
Wen and Pontypridd Town Council. These partnerships are opening up amazing opportuni-
ties for our learners to shine beyond the classroom and contribute to the wider community. 
 
Certificates and prizes will be delivered to the school next week, and we look forward to cele-
brating this achievement together. Congratulations to Temidola and Faith—you are fantastic 
ambassadors for our school! 
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Antibullying Week 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Launch Peer Support Scheme 

We are proud to announce that our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have successfully launched their 

Peer Support Scheme across Years 4–11. This initiative is designed to create a safe and supportive 

environment where students can speak openly about any bullying-related concerns. 

Our ambassadors are trained to listen, offer guidance, and ensure that every student feels heard and 

respected. By providing this peer-to-peer support, we aim to strengthen our school community and 

promote kindness, empathy, and inclusion. 

In addition, all pupils in Years 4–11 recently participated in a National Anti-Bullying Live Lesson, re-

inforcing the importance of standing together against bullying and learning practical ways to support 

one another. 

If you or someone you know needs to talk, please reach out to one of our ambassadors—they are 

here to help. 

Children in Need 

Llongyfarchiadau mawr to these fantastic and kind-hearted pupils on their swimming efforts to 
raise money for Children In Need.  All three are members of Pontypridd Swimming club who 
collectively raised £450! 
Ieuan Coles  
Noah Kelly  
Mathilda Brookman 
Da iawn also to our very own Mrs Leach who also took part!  We are proud of you all!  
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Active School  Travel  
Please see attachment with the newsletter 



Life Faculty news 
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