
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year to all our parents and carers. We hope you had an enjoyable and restful

time with your children over the Christmas and New Year period and were able to make

some special family memories together.

This term has begun positively across the school. Year 5 pupils have started exploring

computer programming, developing key problem-solving and digital skills that will support

their learning across the curriculum. In Year 11, students have begun their mock

examinations, an important opportunity for them to prepare for the summer exams and

identify areas for further improvement.

Meanwhile, Year 9 students have been busy in Humanities, writing thoughtful reflections on

their work and considering how they can continue to improve their learning at home. This

focus on reflection and self-improvement is an important step in developing independent

learners.

We are also delighted to share some excellent news regarding our Numeracy Mathematics

GCSE entry in November. A class of Higher Tier pupils achieved amazing examination

results this week. The pupils entered early all achieved A*-C grades with 14 of them

achieving the highest grades of A*/A. We are extremely proud of their hard work and

commitment.

As we continue through the term, we would like to highlight the importance of regular

attendance and wearing correct school uniform. Being in school every day and ready to

learn makes a significant difference to pupils’ progress and wellbeing. We thank parents and

carers for their ongoing support in reinforcing these expectations at home.

Please find below a reminder of the Progress Evening dates for each year group.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. We look forward to

another positive and productive term ahead.
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Thursday 12th February 2026 Year 9 Core Progress Evening

Thursday 5th March 2026 Year 9 Options Evening

Thursday 19th March 2026 Year 11 Targeted Progress Evening

Thursday 26th March 2026 Year 8 Progress Evening

Wednesday 22nd / Thursday 23rd April 2026 N-Year 6 Progress Evening

Thursday 7th May 2026 Year 10 Progress Evening

Thursday 14th May 2026 Year 7 Progress Evening
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Key Dates

TERM DATES HALF TERM INSET DAYS

Spring 5.1.26 – 27.3.26 16th – 20th February
Monday 5th January 2026

Monday 9th February 2026

Summer 13.4.26 – 20.7.26 25th – 29th May Monday 20th July 2026

Date Event
Friday 16th January 2026 Headteacher's surgery 3.15-4.45pm

Thursday 5th February 2026 Year 10 Success Evening 4.30-5.30pm

Thursday 12th February 2026 Year 9 Progress Evening for core subjects

Monday 16th February Week of half term 

Term dates and INSET dates are below for the remainder of the academic year. 

Whole School information

School Uniform 

Thank you to all pupils who came back to 

school wearing the correct and extremely 

smart uniform. A reminder that the base of 

the Ysgol Afon Wen uniform is grey. This 

includes grey trouser or skirts with grey 

tights. Please could pupils not wear white 

socks over their grey tights. 

More information on the school uniform can 

be found on the school website Ysgol Afon 

Wen – Uniform. 

Headteacher's Surgery

Mrs Crockett, Headteacher, will be available on Friday 16th January 2026

from 3.15- 4.45pm to meet with any parent/carer who wish to raise a

concern, discuss a particular aspect of the school, or arrange a meeting for

further dialogue. To book an appointment please contact

admin@ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru

https://www.ysgolafonwen.co.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=31


Celebration of Success
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Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their 

Progress leader or teachers. Well done!

Celebration of Success

See below some of the excellent work from the GCSE Photography course using 

lolly pop sticks to create a human face. This demonstrates the level of creativity 

within this subject. Well done Year 10. 

Nursery Louie Davies & 
Calon Hawkins

Year 4 Aneira Johns & 
Grace Vaughan

Year 9 Bria Collins & 
Newman Ayandeji

Reception
Huxley Hazel & 
Holly Hughes

Year 5
Josie Withers & 

Ellie-Jane Nuthall-
Jones

Year 10
Teni Abodunrin & 

Mahmud 
Arikewushola

Year 1 Caleb Bartlett & 
Poppy Reekie-

Wakeham 

Year 6
Harrison Coles & 
Jack Marchant

Year 11
Lola Knowles & Jamie 

Morgan

Year 2 Taran Woods & 
Mizan Shah

Year 7

Year 3 Jacob Thomas & 
Cayleb Williams

Year 8



Lateness
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Attendance this week

Nursery 80% Year 4 87% Year 9 84%

Reception 87% Year 5 88% Year 10 79%

Year 1 86% Year 6 87% Year 11 79%

Year 2 88% Year 7 91%

Year 3 90% Year 8 85%

Please help to support our aim for high attendance. When children miss school, 

they miss key lessons that are hard to fully catch up on. This can affect their 

confidence, progress, and enjoyment of learning. 

We understand that illness and exceptional circumstances do happen. 

However, whenever possible, ensuring children attend school every day helps 

give them the best chance to succeed.



100% Attendance
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We are delighted to celebrate all pupils who achieved 100% attendance during 

the Autumn Term. Your commitment, resilience, and dedication to learning are 

truly commendable.



100% Attendance
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Congratulations to the following pupils who achieved 100% attendance in the Autumn 

term. An excellent achievement. Well done!

We are delighted to celebrate all pupils who achieved 100% attendance during 

the Autumn Term. Your commitment, resilience, and dedication to learning are 

truly commendable.

Excellent attendance is a key part of success, and you have set a fantastic 

example for others. Well done for making every day count!

Keep up the great work as we move into the Spring Term – let’s aim even higher 

together!



Afon Wen Way
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Uniform Swap Shop
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New Year Resolutions
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Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

Year One have thought about new year resolutions this week. Excellent phonic 

writing too!

There is a lot of new information being shared from the class teacher 

on Seesaw, specifically for Read, Write Inc. Please ensure you are 

receiving this information. If you need another login, please speak to 

your child’s class teacher. 

Seesaw



Wellbeing assembly
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Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

Our guest speaker Trish, from St Catherine’s Church came into Activate 

assembly today to speak to the pupils about resilence and wellbeing. 



Advance Careers
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Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

Talking to your child about their futures in Advance:
It is important to start talking with your child about their future early on, as these 
conversations help them explore their interests, strengths, and aspirations in a 
supportive way. Beginning career discussions at this stage encourages curiosity and 
helps pupils develop a clearer sense of direction as they progress through their 
education. To support you in this, our school will be releasing fortnightly Career 
Spotlights designed to inspire and inform both pupils and families about a wide 
range of career options. Additionally, you can access year group and phase-specific 
guidance on our school website, providing tailored resources to help you engage in 
meaningful conversations about your child’s future. Together, we can nurture their 
potential and help them make confident choices for their learning journey ahead.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fhwbcymru.net%2Fcareers-and-work-related-exper%2Fhome%2Fsupporting-your-child-at-home%3Fauthuser%3D0&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C76fe99d34fa442ca2d0208de4f64bc0b%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639035491257571795%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iSg69YLgLnguIwuHdKO8XVL4pkDCGJKcI7%2Bmgq19jaw%3D&reserved=0


Year 6 Trip to Llangrannog

Newsletter 09.01.26
Article 24: Children have the right to the best health and medical care. 

Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)



Year 6 Trip to Llangrannog
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Year 6 Trip to Llangrannog
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New Extra Curricular activity for Year 5 & 6
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Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

This session will be run by some Year 11 pupils, supported by the Science 

teaching team to introduce Science, Maths and Technology topics to the pupils. 

Sessions will start running on Tuesday 13th January and class teachers have 

provided information on how to sign up.  



Year 9 Options
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Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

The Year 9 options process will start this half term.

Pupils will have the opportunity to hear about the

subjects on offer to study at GCSE in Year 10 and

11. The option process will result in pupils selecting

three option subjects to study in conjunction with

core subjects; Mathematics, English, Science,

Welsh, RE and PE.

Please note the date of the Year 9 Progress evening to discuss core subjects 

is Thursday 12th February 2026 with the options evening on 5th March. More 

information will follow. 

Year 10 Success Evening 

Pupils in Year 10 and parents/carers are invited to a Success Evening on

Thursday 5th February 2026. The session will run from 4.30-5.30pm and will

provide families information on what pupils are studying in each of their

courses, the course requirements, examination information as well as

information on how to succeed at GCSE. Please ensure that you have

received the letter sent about modular examinations that will take place at the

end of Year 10. These examinations will count towards the final GCSE grade.

Pupils are encouraged to attend with family members.

Year 11 GCSE examinations

Pupils in Year 11 completed their mock examinations this week, with a few

examinations to go on Monday/Tuesday. Results will be given to the pupils on

a mock examinations results day to replicate the process that will take place

in the summer. Pupils conduct and attitude was commendable in the

examination room and hopefully pupils have been able to see the practice will

help prepare them for the summer.

Provisional GCSE examination dates have been published by the WJEC and 

can be found here: summer-2026-wales-and-eduqas-gcse-october-2025.pdf

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/ovdbnkhj/summer-2026-wales-and-eduqas-gcse-october-2025.pdf


Careers
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Having conversations about your child’s future is crucial during these pivotal years 
as they begin to make important decisions about their education and career 
pathways. Early discussions help them to explore their interests, strengths, and 
aspirations, enabling them to make informed choices that align with their goals. To 
support you in this, our school will be releasing fortnightly Career Spotlights 
designed to inspire and inform both pupils and families about a wide range of career 
options and opportunities. Additionally, you can access year group and phase-
specific guidance on our school website, providing tailored resources to help you 
engage in meaningful conversations about your child’s next steps. Together, we can 
empower your child to confidently navigate their future and achieve success.

Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fhwbcymru.net%2Fcareers-and-work-related-exper%2Fhome%2Fsupporting-your-child-at-home%3Fauthuser%3D0&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C76fe99d34fa442ca2d0208de4f64bc0b%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639035491257584654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9KPmVapCJ95pEYo1awyLRGogNAqR044LIZQmPj%2F67xs%3D&reserved=0

