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Key Dates

Date Event

Monday 9th March 2026 Year 11 Welsh Oral exam week

Year 2-6 Reading & Maths Assessment 

week

Thursday 19th March 2026 Year 11 targeted progress evening 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 Ski trip departs

Thursday 26th March 2026 Year 8 Progress Evening 

Friday 27th March Easter bonnet parade

Year 11 Leavers photographs 

Monday 30th March Easter Holidays

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a wonderful week in school, and it has been lovely to see our pupils 

taking part in several special events. Many students proudly celebrated St David’s 

Day, sharing in the traditions and spirit of the day. Our thought for the week 

centred around St David, the patron Saint of Wales, who was not a wealthy man. 

He was well-loved because of his inspirational speaking and the humbleness of his 

life. His last words to his followers were "Byddwch Lawen a Gwnewch y Pethau

Bychain" - Be joyful and do the little things. Today, as we honour St David, 

remember to find joy in the little things we do.

The school was full of enthusiasm for World Book Day on Thursday, with pupils 

enjoying the opportunity to celebrate reading and their favourite stories. 

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the parents and carers who 

attended the Year 9 Options Evening; your support plays an important role in 

helping students make informed decisions about their future pathways. 

Finally, a reminder to our Year 11 pupils that now is the time to begin focused 

revision in preparation for the upcoming GCSE examinations. Starting early, 

creating a clear revision plan, and seeking support from teachers will make a real 

difference in the months ahead.
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St David's Day

We hope that you all enjoyed celebrating St David's Day as much as we did in 

Ysgol Afon Wen. See a wonderful poem written by Ella in Year 7. 
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World Book Day
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World Book Day

Book swap taking place on World Book Day. 

World Book Day 2026: A Celebration of Reading

Our school had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day this year, with the 

focus firmly on the joy and importance of reading.

Pupils joined the celebration by dressing up as their favourite book characters and 

wearing clothing featuring their favourite quotes from stories they love. It was 

wonderful to see such a wide range of books represented across the school, with 

pupils proudly sharing the characters and stories that inspire them.

Throughout the day, classes took part in a variety of reading-focused activities. 

Pupils shared their favourite stories with their classmates, discussed the books 

they enjoy, and spent time reading together. Many classes also produced creative 

work inspired by books, including artwork, writing pieces, and other imaginative 

responses to the stories they explored.

Staff also played an important role in the celebration by promoting a love of 

reading throughout the day. Teachers shared books with their classes, talked 

about their own favourite stories, and encouraged pupils to explore new authors 

and genres.

A highlight of the day was our book swap, which proved to be very popular. Pupils 

brought in books they had already enjoyed and exchanged them for something 

new to read, helping to spread the excitement of reading while giving books a new 

home.

Overall, it was a wonderful celebration of reading across the school, and it was 

lovely to see pupils so enthusiastic about sharing their favourite books and 

discovering new ones. We hope the day has inspired even more reading at home 

as well as in school! 

Happy Reading!
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World Book Day
In true Ysgol Afon Wen style, our Activate staff and children were a 

personification of World Book Day with costumes and quotes galore! Some of 

the activities included buddying up to share stories with other year groups, 

designing book covers, book picnics and creating fantastic 3D story scenes. 

The book swap stalls were also a huge success- da iawn, pawb!
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World Book Day
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World Book Day

Homemade World Book 

day t-shirt
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World Book Day

Pupils in Year 3 have been transforming shoeboxes into a scene from their 
favourite book. Here are some amazing examples of their creations (Dog Man and 
The Snail and the Whale)
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Word of the Week

Please see this week’s Word of the Week below. We encourage you to support your 
child in learning and using this word at home!
How You Can Help at Home:
•Say the word daily – Encourage your child to pronounce the word correctly and 
use it in conversation.
•Ask questions – Have your child explain what the word means in their own words.
•Make connections – Talk about times when the word could be used in real life.
•Create sentences – Challenge your child to say or write 3–5 sentences using the 
word correctly.
•Spot the word – See if you can find the word in books, on TV, or in everyday 
conversations.
•Be creative – Draw a picture, act it out, or create a short story using the word.
Practicing just a few minutes each day helps strengthen vocabulary and builds 
confidence in reading and writing. Thank you for supporting learning at home!
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Celebration of Success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their 

Progress leader or teachers. Well done!

Oliver travelled to Denmark with 
his swim club to compete in an 
International Swimming Gala. He 
made it to the semi-finals. We are 
very proud of his achievement.
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Attendance
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Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

This week nursery have been celebrating the start of 
spring with our St. David's day celebrations, looking for 
signs of spring and colour-mixing and painting rainbows.



Newsletter 06.03.26
Article 15: To meet with your friends and join groups and clubs 

Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

Eisteddfod

Our LEGO, Maths and Science workshops have started this week, with lots of 

parental engagement. It has been wonderful to see families working together 

in our new Community Hub.

Family Workshops

We were very excited to celebrate St. David’s Day with our Eisteddfod. Each 

class showcased a performance, and were judged on their beautiful handwriting 

and craft tasks. Congratulations to Elai who were our overall winners.

Nursery Fun

Our Nursery learners are in full 

party mode showing off their 

best dancing skills with scarves 

and ribbons.



Newsletter 06.03.26
Article 15: To meet with your friends and join groups and clubs 

Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

Story Arms Trip Year 5

Year 5 Residential Visit – Storey Arms Outdoor Education Centre

The visit will take place in June, please see communication sent on MCAS 
app. During this time, your child will have the opportunity to take part in a 
variety of exciting activities including gorge walking, caving, canoeing, hill 
walking, and rock climbing.

For many children, this may be their first experience of staying away from 
home without you. Rest assured, Storey Arms and our school team will be on 
hand to encourage, support, and help your child develop confidence, 
independence, and resilience. The activities are designed to promote 
teamwork, perseverance, and personal growth.
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Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

Story Arms Trip Year 5
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Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

Careers

The children took part in an exciting science 
lesson focused on Earth science. During the 
session, they explored how volcanoes work by 
creating their own model volcanoes. They 
learned about magma, lava, and how pressure 
builds inside the Earth before a volcano 
erupts. The hands-on activity helped them 
understand these natural processes while 
having fun watching their volcanoes “erupt.”

The lesson also introduced the children to the 
water cycle, particularly how rain forms in 
clouds. Through simple demonstrations and 
discussion, they learned how water 
evaporates, forms clouds, and eventually falls 
back to Earth as rain. The activity encouraged 
curiosity and helped the children see how 
different parts of Earth science connect to the 
world around them.

Family Learning 
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Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

Year 9 Options Evening

Thank you to everyone who attended the Year 9 Options evening. We hope it 

was an informative evening. 

If you were unable to attend the information provided can be given in paper 

copy by your form tutors. Videos and course information is available on the 

school website under our curriculum:  

Ysgol Afon Wen - Year 9 Options 2025-2026

Please find below the new google form that will result in the creation of the 

option columns https://forms.gle/uJqoqSHp2xTihjwS7

Please complete this by Tuesday10th March 2026 at 4pm. 

The option columns will be confirmed next week for you to make the final 

choice. 

https://www.ysgolafonwen.co.uk/page/?title=Year+9+Options+2025%2D2026&pid=135
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Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

Please remember that revision resources are available on the school website. 

All pupils in Year 11 and 10 should be working towards a GCSE revision 

timetable in preparation for their Summer examinations. Timetables were given 

out this week. Any issues, please speak to Mrs Kelly, Examinations officer. 
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Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)
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Community Events
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Community Events
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