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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy and productive week here at Ysgol Afon Wen, with pupils 

across the school engaging in a wide range of learning opportunities and important 

milestones in their academic journeys.

Our programme of parental workshops has continued this week, with sessions focused 

on Lego-based learning, science, and numeracy. These workshops provide valuable 

opportunities for parents to explore the strategies we use in school to support learning, 

while also offering practical ideas that can be used at home. We would like to thank all 

the parents who attended and contributed so positively to the sessions.

For our Year 11 pupils, the GCSE examination period has now begun. This week has 

focused on Welsh Oral examinations, where pupils have demonstrated their speaking 

and communication skills in Welsh. In addition, the GCSE Physical Education 

moderation has taken place, allowing pupils to showcase the practical skills and 

understanding they have developed throughout the course. We wish all our Year 11 

learners the very best as they continue through the revision period. There are seven 

weeks left until the start of the Summer examination period.

Meanwhile, Year 9 pupils have been taking an important step in planning their future 

studies. They are currently selecting their GCSE options from the published option 

columns, carefully considering their interests, strengths, and future aspirations. Staff are 

supporting pupils through this process to ensure they make informed choices that will 

support their progress over the coming years.

As always, we encourage our pupils to reflect not only on their learning but also on the 

values that help build a strong and supportive school community. Our thought for the 

week comes from American writer and civil rights activist Audre Lorde:

“It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognise, accept, and 

celebrate those differences.” This powerful reminder encourages us all to value diversity 

and to celebrate the unique perspectives and experiences that make our community 

stronger.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of the school and of your children’s 

learning. Happy Mother's Day to all the mother figures in our community. 
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Key Dates

Date Event

Thursday 19th March 2026 Year 11 targeted progress evening 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 Ski trip departs

Thursday 26th March 2026 Year 8 Progress Evening 

Friday 27th March Easter bonnet parade

Year 6 Leavers photographs 

Monday 30th March Easter Holidays

Wednesday 15th April Year 11 Leavers photographs

We are pleased to let families know that Colorfoto will be visiting the school 

soon to take this year’s Leavers’ Photos. These will be individual portraits, 

which will be available for families to purchase afterwards.

Pupils in Year 6 will have their photos taken on 27th March. Please ensure all 

pupils come to school in full school uniform, not PE kit, on this day.

Year 11 leavers’ photos will take place on 15th April.

We look forward to giving our leavers a memorable keepsake from their time 

at school. Order and purchasing details will be given out to pupils by Colorfoto

on the day.

Leaver’s Photographs

The Rights Resecting School team are asking parents to complete the following 

survey on the update being discussed to social media.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDY4P63lvYIBdxwQlf1E_EWQeFDz

HC10WCdgAJ_ujrDLsb4w/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Pupils of YAW have generated both parent and pupils responses to analyse both 

data before submitting their report to the children’s commissioner

Parental Voice: Social Media Use

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdDY4P63lvYIBdxwQlf1E_EWQeFDzHC10WCdgAJ_ujrDLsb4w%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dpublish-editor&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C16a9fc6a39e34ee8181d08de7e0a1f03%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639086779092605551%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2BmSv%2BG1zas2QuE5PkZo%2FZ3rQhflerTrXN3vLh%2FamHw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdDY4P63lvYIBdxwQlf1E_EWQeFDzHC10WCdgAJ_ujrDLsb4w%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dpublish-editor&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C16a9fc6a39e34ee8181d08de7e0a1f03%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639086779092605551%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2BmSv%2BG1zas2QuE5PkZo%2FZ3rQhflerTrXN3vLh%2FamHw%3D&reserved=0
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Celebration of Success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their 

Progress leader or teachers. Well done!

We are pleased to let families know that Colorfoto will be visiting the school 
soon to take this year’s Leavers’ Photos. These will be individual portraits, which 
will be available for families to purchase afterwards.

Pupils in Year 6 will have their photos taken on 27th March. Please ensure all 
pupils come to school in full school uniform, not PE kit, on this day.

Year 11 leavers’ photos will take place on 15th April.

We look forward to giving our leavers a memorable keepsake from their time at 
school. Order and purchasing details will be given out to pupils by Colorfoto on 
the day.

Leaver’s Photographs

Nursery
Luca Dickson & 
Harlow Palmer

Year 4
Charlie Stephens & 

Lowen Llewelyn
Year 9

Jake Moon & Doua 
Alborany 

Reception
Brooks Powell & 
Marlowe Driscoll

Year 5 Harley Tyrie Year 10 McKenzie Mills

Year 1
Thea Edwards & 

Evan Wilson
Year 6 Ruby Edwards Year 11

Fola Sanu & Gareth 
Bond

Year 2
Chester Lucas & 

Alba Edwards
Year 7

Max Morgan & 
Daisy Urwin

Year 3
Malia Rees & Oscar 

Pope
Year 8

Darla Sharp & 
Christopher 

Eboigbe 
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Attendance
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Year 7 / 8 / 9 have learnt key skills 
when making shortbread biscuits. 
They have learnt a range of practical 
and transferable skills. They have 
developed measuring and weighing 
skills by accurately selecting the 
correct amounts of ingredients, which 
has helped to build their 
understanding of quantities and 
following instructions. Our students 
have also practiced mixing and 
rubbing-in techniques, learning how 
ingredients combine to form a dough. 

While shaping and cutting the biscuits, they have improved their fine motor skills 
and creativity. In addition, they have gained experience in time management and 
organisation, as they must follow the recipe steps in the correct order and monitor 
baking time. Finally, the activity has encouraged teamwork, independence, and 
hygiene awareness, as our students work safely, clean their workspace, and 
evaluate the finished product.

Food Technology

Year 7 have been making homemade 
pasta sauce with spaghetti this week 
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Community partnerships

This week, Ysgol Afon Wen held a LEGO 
workshop where parents and children build Lego 
models together. This was an opportunity for 
families spend time together while learning new 
skills.

Children learnt how to communicate, share 
ideas, and work as a team. Parents supported 
their children by helping them, encouraging 
them, and celebrating what they built. 

Building with Lego improves creativity and 
concentration. The workshop created a relaxed 
space where families can learn through play and 
enjoy working together. It is a simple and 
enjoyable way to strengthen family relationships.
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Celebration of Success

Year 7/8 boys' rugby beat Porth 41-34 this week. An excellent performance. 

Year 7 football vs Cwm Rhondda 2nd round of the RCT cup, a fantastic effort from the 
boys!
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Careers ACE day

On Friday, 6th March, pupils from Years 3 to 10 took part in our alternative curriculum 
engagement focused on careers and the world of work. Activities ranged from Year 3 
pupils discussing what a career is and sharing their dreams for the future, to Year 10 
pupils participating in a Welsh Baccalaureate challenge.
Additionally, Years 7, 8, and 9 hosted Big Ideas Wales, where five entrepreneurs ran 
sessions with each year group aimed at inspiring pupils to start their own business 
ideas. These sessions provided valuable insights into the skills needed to become 
entrepreneurs of the future.
Some feedback from our Year 8 pupils included comments such as:
• "It was really fun and inspiring, and it made me believe I can succeed with my 

future dream job."
• "Everyone can accomplish something. It's not that hard to get where you want to 

be, and you can all be successful."
• "I learnt today that anyone can be an entrepreneur."
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Careers ACE day

6B explored 'Careers city' resources. Pupils 

completed the 'Buzz quiz' matching their personality 

traits and attitudes towards possible career paths. 

They were able to find out more about qualifications 

needed and, excitingly, potential salaries in different 

roles.

Y9 Humanities students 
have been learning about 
the careers linked to 
humanities subjects .

Year 3 were writing postcards to our 
future selves. 
We have spoken about what a career 
is, and what careers we would like.

Pupils in Year 3 have been thinking about their futures and the career they would like to embark on. They then wrote a postca
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Nursery visitors

Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

Nursery we were lucky to have two visitors from our local community 
yesterday. Two librarians from Rhydyfelin library visited the school to 
talk about their job, the role of the library and share the story of "The 
Hungry Caterpillar" and "Dear Zoo".

This week Dosbarth Glas have been looking at the differences and similarities 

between Wales and Japan. As a class we have been busy creating beautiful art work

based on cherry blossom trees after researching the Cherry Blossom Tree Festival, 

Hanami.

Year 2 work
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Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 8)

Transition

Year 6 pupils from Parc Lewis and Ffyonn Taf have been working in Science and 

Technology this week as part of the transition to Year 7. It was wonderful to have 

the opportunity to meet them again and ensure that they become familiar with the 

facilities and teaching staff here in Ysgol Afon Wen. 

Note: Ysgol Afon Wen pupils in Year 6 will have their photos taken on 27th March. 
Please ensure all pupils come to school in full school uniform, not PE kit, on this 
day.
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Year 9 Options

Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

Year 10 Mock Examinations 
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Year 11 Revision 

Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)

Year 11 Mock Examinations 
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Pupil Shoutouts

LIFE Faculty News

Subject/Class Year Name

PE Y7 

Y8 

Harper-May Meech 

Darcey Norman 

Humanities Y7

Y8

Y9

Daniel Fiske

Sukhmanjot Kaur

Mason Behit

History Y10 

Y11

Evan Parker 

Lillie-May Jones

Welsh 

Baccalaureate 

Yr 10 Cayson Dix

Jayden Hobbs 

Welsh 

Baccalaureate 

Year 

11

Emilie Rees 

Lily Jones 
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LIFE Faculty News



Newsletter 13.03.26
Article 15: To meet with your friends and join groups and clubs 

Community Event
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Community Event


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

