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Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for your support during this half term. It is has been extremely busy
with the start of examinations, trips, sporting events and other activities.
When the pupils return after half term on Monday 15t June, please ensure that
they are in correct school uniform with grey base colours and appropriate

school shoes.
We hope you all enjoy the sunshine during the half term break.

Date Event

Monday 25" May 2026 Half term

Monday 15t June 2026 Year 7 & 8 exam week
Thursday 4" June 2026 ACE day
Thursday 11" June 2026 Year 11 leavers ceremony 1pm

Friday 12t June 2026 Advance Yr 4, 5, 6 sports day
Monday 15" June 2026 Japan Trip

Monday 22" June 2026 Story Arms Trip Year 5
Tuesday 23 June 2026 Year 11 Prom 7pm

Please find below a correction of an error identified on last week’s newsletter.

Please note that the school will have three INSET days at the beginning of term
Monday 315t August 2026 Last day of the summer holiday

Tuesday 15t September INSET day (closed for pupils).
Wednesday 2" September INSET day (closed for pupils).
Thursday 3™ September INSET day (closed for pupils).

Friday 4t September 2025 will be the first day of term for all pupils.
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Pupils in Year 7 -11 have the Your School Food, Your Voice

opportunity to take partin a pupil [\ TN [FETS SR (161 (1))
voice survey by the catering
team. Please click on the link
below to take part:

Your School Food, Your Voice
Menu Feedback Survey

(English)

Deadline 31st May 2026

Please ensure that all pupils are wearing school uniform. This
includes an YAW school polo shirt, grey base skirt or tailored
trousers, black shoes or the yellow gingham dress in Nursery to
Year 6.



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
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The Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh expedition to the Gower was a great success,
with pupils demonstrating excellent effort, resilience, and teamwork
throughout. Despite the challenges of navigating and carrying equipment over
long distances, students maintained a positive attitude and showed
outstanding behaviour at all times. They supported one another well,
embraced the experience enthusiastically, and should be proud of the maturity
and determination they displayed over the course of the expedition.
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Pupils in Year 6 had a truly exceptional day at Hay Festival. Celebrating their
love of reading. Pupils had the opportunity to hear from well-known children’s
authors Katherine Rundell (Impossible Creatures series) and Maz Evans (Who
let the gods out series)

Isaac — | loved Hay Fest, because | was able to buy a new book and even saw
Maz Evans and Katherine Rundell. Maz Evans was so funny during her talk and
we were able to get our books signed by her!

Layla — | enjoyed the Maz Evans talks. She was so funny! They bookshop was
great and | even got my copy of Who Let the Gods Out signed. | also bought
Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell who spoke as well.

Brody — Hay festival was such a fun trip. The Global Stage and the book shop
were so impressive. We even got to meet some of the authors. Overall, a
fantastic day!

Pako — | really enjoyed the book shop, because there were so many great
books to buy. The talk with Maz Evans was so great and she told us all about
her life and read some of her new book ‘ The Last Bard'.

Kacper — | really enjoyed the book shop and the authors’ talks. I’'m so happy as
| was able to meet Maz Evans and she even signed my book. | totally
recommend the trip to all next year!
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Congratulations to the following pupils who have been nominated for the
celebration of success this week.

Nova-Rae Weston-
Boo Sorenson &

Nursery Jenkins & Millie Year 9 Alex Multan
Quinn

. Jonah Mansfield & Gwen Owen &
Reception Mellina Driai Year 10 Jayden Hobbs
Year 1 Amira Benkhassib Year 11 Cl-an Ph|II|ps_&
Mikayla Davies

Year 2 Austin Loverldgg &

Lucas Granelli
Year 3 Logan Powderhill &

Malia Rees

Year 9/10 boys' rugby,
win against Porth! Ending
the year with a 100%
record!
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Congratulations to the pupils who were entered
into the attendance May bonanza and won a
prize! These pupils were in school every day in
May. We hope you enjoy spending your
vouchers, going to the cinema and watching your

new TV!

MAY BONANZA: EVERY CHILD, EVERY
DAY

Vour challenge: Attend school every day in

May (May Ist - May 22nd, excluding Bank

Holiday and weekends!)

LOGIK - Roku TV mn g

If you succeed in this challenge, your
name will be entered in to our May
Attendance Grand Raffle!

Big prizes to be won: \
Flat screen TUs
Cinema Tlckets'

Vouchers

+ many more! ¥sG
\ AFONWEN ‘

XX 'YOU HAVE TO BE IN TO WIN!

*
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Year 7 taking part in after school
cooking rewards &
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Important reminder about Year 10 work experience (week beginning
29 June 2026).

Thank you to the families who have already secured placements — we
really appreciate your support. All placements that have been submitted
will be checked and formally confirmed by Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT) after
the half-term break. If no placement is secured, your son/daughter must
attend school as normal during the week of work experience.

Reminder of key dates:

*Final deadline for completed forms and employer liability insurance:
Monday 1 June 2026 (extended from the date on the letter). Please
make contact with the school if you have difficulty with meeting this
deadline

*Work experience week: week beginning Monday 29 June 2026.

What you must do once a placement is secured:
*Parents/guardians: complete Section A of the Learner and Employer
Details form.

Employer: complete Section B of that form.

*Provide a current copy of the employer’s valid Employer Liability
Insurance that covers the placement week.

*If the placementis in a family member’s business, also complete the
Parent/Guardian Work Experience Agreement Form to confirm
responsibility for safety and supervision.

How to return paperwork

*All completed forms and employer liability insurance documents must
be returned to form tutors or reception by Monday 1 June 2026 so RCT
can carry out their health & safety checks and confirm suitability.
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of the examination period, we would like to share
arrangements for the Year 11 Leavers’ Day.

The Year 11 Leavers’ Day will take place on Thursday 11th June. We are incredibly
proud of the maturity, resilience and determination shown by this year group
throughout their studies and during the examination period. The day will provide
students with an opportunity to celebrate the end of this important chapter, say
goodbye to staff and friends, and return any outstanding school property i.e. laptops
and keyboards.

The day will run as follows:

11:00am — Year 11 pupils arrive on site and enter via the Theatre

» 11:15am —Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly begins

» 12:00pm — Ice cream van at the Community Hub, with opportunities for shirt
signing and final goodbyes. To minimise movement around the school, staff
and pupils will visit Year 11 at the Community Hub.

« 1:00pm - Year 11 pupils escorted off site

The event will be supported by the Year 11 Pastoral Team and Senior Leadership
Team.

Please note that pupils are expected to attend in full school uniform. However, they
may bring a spare shirt for signing, as full uniform will still be required for all
remaining examinations.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support
throughout your child’s time at school. We wish all Year 11 students every success in
their remaining examinations and in their future pathways.

Cofion cynnes,

Miss M Jenkins
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The Welsh National Tests for Year 2 to Year 9 will between 2" June and 28% June. The
National Reading assessment will consist of a number of passages followed by short,
closed response and multiple choice type questions. The National Numeracy Procedural
assesses knowledge of numerical procedures such as the four number operations,
equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages and work on area and volume. Numeracy
(Reasoning) assessments provide information on how well your child can use and apply
what they know in order to solve numerical problems. These assessments will take place
in classrooms.

The Year 7 and 8 examination period will start on Monday 15! June 2026 until Friday,

5t June 2026. Pupils will have examinations in Mathematics, English, French, Science,
Humanities and Welsh. Practical subjects such as IT, Music, Drama, Art, Technology will
not complete an end of year assessment. Class teachers will provide more information on
the structure and/or content of examinations and what to revise.

We would encourage pupils to prepare sensibly for these assessments by revising
classwork, completing homework tasks, and maintaining good attendance. The
assessments are intended to support learning and provide valuable information for both
school and home.

Examinations will take place in classrooms. Pupils will need full equipment for this
examination week; pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener, calculator, compass, protractor.

The Year 9 examination period will start on Wednesday 17™" June 2026 until Friday 19'" June 2026. These
examinations will take place in the Sports Hall or Gym for pupils with access arrangements. The seating will
mirror that of a GCSE examination.

Pupils will have examinations in Mathematics, English, Science, Humanities and Welsh. Practical subjects such
as IT, Music, Drama, Art, Technology will not complete an end of year assessment. Class teachers will provide
more information on the structure and/or content of examinations and what to revise.

Lesson 1 (8.50am) Lesson 3 (11.15am)
Wednesday 17" June 2026 Mathematics Welsh
Thursday 18" June 2026 English
Friday 19" June 2026 Science Humanties
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Nursery have been sharing the story
of "The Tiger that came to Tea". We
have been making jam sandwiches
for the tiger, writing instructions for
how to make sandwiches, making
tiger masks and chasing tiger tails in
P.E.

We finished the week by wearing
orange- These children are the future-
The future is bright, the future is
orange!

Inspired by their reading of R.J. Palacio’s Wonder, Year 6 have been exploring how
small actions promote inclusivity and personal wellbeing. To support our Year 3 pupils
transitioning into the Lower Advance in September, Year 6 drafted personal letters
offering practical guidance on how to succeed through acts of kindness, inclusion, and
self-care. This week, they visited Year 3 to read their letters aloud, fostering wonderful
cross-phase connections and easing transition anxieties. We are incredibly proud of
the empathy and leadership our Year 6 pupils demonstrated in welcoming our younger
learners to the next stage of their education.




Newsletter 22.05.26

Article 5: Governments should help parents to help you
to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up.
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Safeguarding spotlight

YAK SPOTLIGHT N4

SAFEGUARDINGY.
| TOPICOFTHEWEEK  WATER SAFETY AT THE RIVER.

STAYING SAFE IN OPEN WATER -~ R

OPEN CONVERSATIONS Water Safety at the River
As we continue to enjoy the L iae. ~
beautiful sunshine, please ensure sofetyagice &5 I3 T CiN YOS 0U|z
you discuss this importanttopic == g :-::u::::;:::
with your child/children. DN —— Steusey ——

: s W LlilEiiIaNINS
TR Soem B GG Smeme
An average of 346 UK and Irish — g stciraletnars oy
Citizens lose their life to s i TR
accidental drowning EVERY | an CvensoatcEuns P R ——
YEAR and many more have non- * b rmmter oS o
fatal experiences, sometimes .t e e B oy
suffering life-changing injuries. -~

Dusey BaOCH SETY

49% of UK accidental drownings SSths—

T

occur between May and August.
There is also a heightened risk
of drowning when air
temperatures are higher.

THE DANGERS OF OPEN WATER

- Itis very cold .
~The shock of cold water can make
swimming difficult and increase the
difficulty in getting out of the water
- There may be hidden currents

- It can be difficult to get out (steep
slimy banks) '
- It can be deep

- There may be hidden rubbishe.g.
shopping trolleys, broken glass

- There are no lifeguards

- The water may be polluted andmtﬂ

make you ill

=

4
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https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8

o}

ENGLISH A5 A SECOND LANGUAGE

Are you interested in joining our friendly ESL classes to build speaking, reading, and

writing skills. Support your child’s learning. Interested? 5can the QR code for

details.

aonbBamabado hgqbl 8gamdfmme ESL 4emabagddo hofmomgs, bandfmal, jnmbgobs s

Fafmoon gbafmgdnb gebendymogbgdmaee? mendofmyom dbafmn ogagbl dagdsl.

osaligabgfmaom QR gmoon gdamgdnbognb.

g ) plasai¥l 3 b3 o ESL plad el SALSIg Belyilly oomill Ollga skl Lyl o)

oy preal illals QR Luolad) e o3all,

BT A AN AFEN A ATRIESLIREE, & NS, RIEMEIEEN 2 3R

FHIFH, 3 RS T REEN.

AT BLERZINFRAM AL T HIESLAR S, TR THERAS, BREEEIE{ERE NG 2 SCFF s+

BEELE, IRIQRIE TATRENY.

Czy cheesz dotgczyc do naszych przyjaznych zajec ESL, aby rozwijac umiejetnosci

mowienia, czytania | pisania? Wspieraj nauke swojego dziecka. Zeskanuj kod QR, aby

uzyskad szczegdty.

ailiwgs & slew ST LS ESL S Ap ilee § 265 03l aoy e g 456 oy awler Ugw Jold (o D6

o & dluaii doje - p)S Colex § palad (§ 2 &l TS QR ()5 Sl 345

W3R (ESL) Z ZAIZEBML T, &7 - Sl - EHEMEILTHEEALN?

Bragofdasdi—FLELEY, FLIFIQRITI—FEAF L TKL
2,

Adakah anda berminat menyertai kelas ESL kami yang mesra untuk meningkatkan

kemahiran bertutur, membaca dan menulis? Sokong pembelajaran anak anda. Imbas

kod QR untuk maklumat lanjut.

RO 251 588, Hcsd@ e3en CEe® 0128650 8BS mEEEI@D

e @5)dd sL axiBDR0 Huld®0 m@ke? Bde eSired

@emA@ e edenncs DxIm. D) Dedmd esean QR eximcs B8ecimmcs

WO BB,


https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8
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https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8

Ma hin dixwazin besdari dersén me yén dostane yén ESL bibin da ku hunerén ENGLISH AS A SICOND LANGUAOL

axaftin, xwendin 0 nivisandin xwe pésve bibin? Férbilna zaroké xwe pistgiri bikin. Ji
bo agahiyan QR kodé skan bikin.

iy 4 494) 1598 3uul Ul ESL e digilgn 980 9l glineg) cgns o 925 15,59 0945 § 9530

o)l gilaghna 3358 3 .05)5 0o 0,5 03] padle s 3 T15,5 QR 15,5 (pSw 245

il g Sla B 13 C8 A 4 diadide Lok LT ESL 5 Odilss c03,5 Cuoue Slac)lgs Cugdl (5l b
A5 ity ledbl (8l S Colas OBG3D G800 I Tbias (digh QR LS Sl |,

Ma doonaysaa inaad ku biirto fasalladeena ESL ee saaxiibtinimo leh si aad u
horumariso xirfadaha hadalka, akhriska iyo gorista? Taageer waxbarashada
ilmahaaga. Sawir koodhka QR si aad u hesho faahfaahin.

W RE G T @BER ESL AFAT YRNAE PR BB TRAAT V90T N7

Achd T 1FRONA? FIRUCE ARNRI® Bo1d: YHOHC QR DE AN “1N&::

ati kowé dara? 5e atileyin ekd omo re. Se skani kaodl QR fun alayé.

Ban c6 mudn tham gia cdc |&p ESL than thién cla ching téi dé phat trién ki nang ndi,
doc va viét khong? HO tro viéc hoc cla con ban. Quét ma3 QR dé biét thém chi tiét.
Interesado ka bang sumali sa aming magiliw na ESL classes upang mapabuti ang
kasanayan sa pagsasalita, pagbasa at pagsusulat? Suportahan ang pag-aaral ng iyong
anak. I-scan ang QR code para sa detalye.

Apakah Anda tertarik untuk bergabung dengan kelas ESL kami yang ramah untuk
meningkatkan keterampilan berbicara, membaca, dan menulis? Dukung
pembelajaran anak Anda. Pindai kode QR untuk detail.

hil&aT GLa S, suTFISH6 IDMHMID 6T HIS560 F) 60T & emer
CLURISS 6f MIGET HLLIMenr ESL eu@ LIy &erflel CFm
@R U S NST&enm? 2_ MRS W0 Heng Wl er &hmeneu 245 fl&Esaln.
elleuy IS EHSHEG QR GMIUT enL shu@&Heir Q& WIWLIELD.

o 3Hl 98, UFE »i2 {Zue il viaizre! T3 dda B8 A3 YAITE esL A& TH
&8 e Jer arde 3 wiryd F1 & fiffior o miaes 931 2afeni gt qr a3
S T3

1 1Y AT, Ue AR fored & i fas i S & fore gam fisad esu
wenall § fid g1 e 82 A 9= B TS &1 aadH B¢ e wHe &
foru ar g WA B


https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8
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PoONTYPRIDD THEATRE COMPANY'S

- PRODUCTION OF
» THE Soum WALES PREMIERE
. DISNEY'S, ©
Pontypridd Theatre company brought Panto to the

pupils of Afon Wen last December with great
success.....they are now bringing the SOUTH WALES
PREMIER of Frozen the West End Musical in June at
Tylorstown Welfare Hall. Scan the QR Code on the 4 k.
poster to book and A discount of 10% using PTC10 ¥ N -
has been applied for Afon Wen. TICKETS: ApuLrs: £12

CHiLp UNDER 10
& CONCESSIONS 65+:£10

FAMILY. TICKET: £38

(2 ADULTS & 2 CHILDREN UNDER 10
OR I"ADULT & 3, CHILDREN UNDER 10)
2L

THE WEST END AAUSICAL

e
JUNE 2026
FRIDAY 19TH «7PM

SATURDAY 20TH;:

12P M & 4PM$ df’
“_14'14"
.‘_—-: 3

TYLORSTOWN WELFAKE HALL
Purchase tickets - www.ticketsource.co.uk
Tylorstown Box Office v
Group bookings email drk wltrs@yahoo.couk %

Funded by kg Wedi ei ariannu gan
UK Government 29 Llywodraeth y DU

UGs

(YEAR 1- SEP 26)

U7s

(YEAR 2 - SEP 26)

| U8s

(YEAR 3 - SEP 26)

JOIN US FOR A FUN, FRIENDLY SESSION TO
MEET OUR COACHES, MAKE NEW FRIENDS &
EXPERIENCE THE FAMILY!

JUST FOOTBALL & FUN!

EVERY THURSDAY SCANTO
(® 5PM - 6PM
Q uswsporTs PARK  YOUR PlflCE!
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. Pontypridd Town Council
Day What? Where? When? Who?
Wed : Graig 09:30
27th an;ly Fun Community Centre -
May il CF37 INT 14:00
Ch:::en's Pontypridd Museum 12:30 F‘;In :‘or
b - all the
and Crafis CF37 4PE 14:30 family!
Sun Wellbei Meadow Street 1:00
3ist eD eing Community Gardens -
May ay CF371UD 14:00
/\
1' a ‘\

All events are free and no need to book! 7%

PONTVPR\DD il.gov.uk PONTYPRIDD
TOWN COUNCIL

For further information contact 01443 490740 or i

Join your local
community for a fun
day of free activities &
for all ages! :

Sunday 3lstMay ~ \Whattoexpect
Have a go at activities that

1lam - 2pm support health and wellbeing -

e details coming soon!
Meadow Street

. Save the date!
Community Garden o
2577

And Woodland crucon Tase

The Graig Community Centre
CF37INT //] robot bucksrarely

A
1."\'\
The

PONT

Noﬂd O'I'fer qul

i
23088113
(rm@m

0BG

ednesda

o‘c 3

@;ﬁmﬁ

£
& =z
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We continue to host our monthly drop-in session for parents and carers who
may be interested in support from Rhondda Cynon

Taf's Resilient Families Service.

The sessions will take place on the second Thursday of every month, from
9:15am to 11:30am, in our Community Hub. The next drop-in session is

this Thursday, 11 June.

The Resilient Families Service offers short-term, practical support

to families across RCT. The service focuses on building family resilience and
can support with a range of issues such as:

sestablishing routines

family relationships

*education and attendance

*housing or financial worries

*speech, language and communication needs

«emotional wellbeing

The drop-in sessions will be a relaxed and informal opportunity to find out more
about the service, ask questions, and speak directly with a member of the team
about any support that may be helpful for your family. There is no referral
needed to attend.

Refreshments will be available, so please feel free to pop in at any point during
the session.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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