
Newsletter 22.05.26
Article 5: Governments should help parents to help you 
to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up.

Key Dates

Date Event

Monday 25th May 2026 Half term 

Monday 1st June 2026 Year 7 & 8 exam week

Thursday 4th June 2026 ACE day

Thursday 11th June 2026 Year 11 leavers ceremony 1pm

Friday 12th June 2026 Advance Yr 4, 5, 6 sports day

Monday 15th June 2026 Japan Trip

Monday 22nd June 2026 Story Arms Trip Year 5

Tuesday 23rd June 2026 Year 11 Prom 7pm

Advanced notice of dates

Please find below a correction of an error identified on last week’s newsletter. 

Please note that the school will have three INSET days at the beginning of term

Monday 31st August 2026 Last day of the summer holiday

.

Tuesday 1st September INSET day (closed for pupils). 

Wednesday 2nd September INSET day (closed for pupils). 

Thursday 3rd September INSET day (closed for pupils). 

Friday 4th September 2025 will be the first day of term for all pupils. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your support during this half term. It is has been extremely busy 

with the start of examinations, trips, sporting events and other activities. 

When the pupils return after half term on Monday 1st June, please ensure that 

they are in correct school uniform with grey base colours and appropriate 

school shoes. 

We hope you all enjoy the sunshine during the half term break. 
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Catering pupil voice

Pupils in Year 7 -11 have the 

opportunity to take part in a pupil 

voice survey by the catering 

team. Please click on the link 

below to take part: 

Your School Food, Your Voice 

Menu Feedback Survey 

(English)

Deadline 31st May 2026

School Uniform
Please ensure that all pupils are wearing school uniform. This 

includes an YAW school polo shirt, grey base skirt or tailored 

trousers, black shoes or the yellow gingham dress in Nursery to 

Year 6. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=urld5xeqAE6lTjrUN9dAnnuJLwmN5ZNLvmb7K3HZ-1FUNkFaVUs1WDdFUzM3QTZHQzJSUkUxTUQ2OS4u&route=shorturl
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Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh

The Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh expedition to the Gower was a great success, 

with pupils demonstrating excellent effort, resilience, and teamwork 

throughout. Despite the challenges of navigating and carrying equipment over 

long distances, students maintained a positive attitude and showed 

outstanding behaviour at all times. They supported one another well, 

embraced the experience enthusiastically, and should be proud of the maturity 

and determination they displayed over the course of the expedition.
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Hay Festival

Pupils in Year 6 had a truly exceptional day at Hay Festival. Celebrating their 

love of reading. Pupils had the opportunity to hear from well-known children’s 

authors Katherine Rundell (Impossible Creatures series) and Maz Evans (Who 

let the gods out series)

Isaac – I loved Hay Fest, because I was able to buy a new book and even saw 

Maz Evans and Katherine Rundell. Maz Evans was so funny during her talk and 

we were able to get our books signed by her!

Layla – I enjoyed the Maz Evans talks. She was so funny! They bookshop was 

great and I even got my copy of Who Let the Gods Out signed. I also bought 

Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell who spoke as well.

Brody – Hay festival was such a fun trip. The Global Stage and the book shop 

were so impressive. We even got to meet some of the authors. Overall, a 

fantastic day!

Pako – I really enjoyed the book shop, because there were so many great 

books to buy. The talk with Maz Evans was so great and she told us all about 

her life and read some of her new book ‘ The Last Bard’.

Kacper – I really enjoyed the book shop and the authors’ talks.  I’m so happy as 

I was able to meet Maz Evans and she even signed my book. I totally 

recommend the trip to all next year!
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Celebration of Success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been nominated for the 

celebration of success this week. 

Year 9/10 boys' rugby, 
win against Porth! Ending 
the year with a 100% 
record!

Nursery
Nova-Rae Weston-

Jenkins & Millie 
Quinn

Year 4
JJ Moore & Isabella 

Connolly
Year 9

Boo Sorenson & 
Alex Multan

Reception
Jonah Mansfield & 

Mellina Driai
Year 5

Olwen Hooper & 
Zack Jaswal

Year 10
Gwen Owen & 
Jayden Hobbs

Year 1 Amira Benkhassib Year 6
Jack Marchant & 
Alexys Rowsell 

Year 11
Cian Phillips & 
Mikayla Davies

Year 2
Austin Loveridge & 

Lucas Granelli
Year 7

Lucas Dando & 
Daisy Morgan

Year 3
Logan Powderhill & 

Malia Rees
Year 8

Ibrahim Karasuwa 
and Sophie Serpell



Newsletter 22.05.26
Article 5: Governments should help parents to help you 
to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up.

Celebration of Attendance Success

Congratulations to the pupils who were entered 

into the attendance May bonanza and won a 

prize! These pupils were in school every day in 

May. We hope you enjoy spending your 

vouchers, going to the cinema and watching your 

new TV!
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Celebration of Success

Year 7 taking part in after school 
cooking rewards 

Year 4 making wrap flowers 

Year 7 pupils receiving their end of half term rewards. 
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Year 10 Work Experience

Important reminder about Year 10 work experience (week beginning 
29 June 2026).
Thank you to the families who have already secured placements — we 
really appreciate your support. All placements that have been submitted 
will be checked and formally confirmed by Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT) after 
the half-term break. If no placement is secured, your son/daughter must 
attend school as normal during the week of work experience.
Reminder of key dates:
•Final deadline for completed forms and employer liability insurance: 
Monday 1 June 2026 (extended from the date on the letter). Please 
make contact with the school if you have difficulty with meeting this 
deadline
•Work experience week: week beginning Monday 29 June 2026.
What you must do once a placement is secured:
•Parents/guardians: complete Section A of the Learner and Employer 
Details form.
•Employer: complete Section B of that form.
•Provide a current copy of the employer’s valid Employer Liability 
Insurance that covers the placement week.
•If the placement is in a family member’s business, also complete the 
Parent/Guardian Work Experience Agreement Form to confirm 
responsibility for safety and supervision.
How to return paperwork
•All completed forms and employer liability insurance documents must 
be returned to form tutors or reception by Monday 1 June 2026 so RCT 
can carry out their health & safety checks and confirm suitability.
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Year 11 Leavers Ceremony
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Welsh National Tests

Year 9 Assessments

The Welsh National Tests for Year 2 to Year 9 will between 2nd June and 28th June. The 
National Reading assessment will consist of a number of passages followed by short, 
closed response and multiple choice type questions.  The National Numeracy Procedural
assesses knowledge of numerical procedures such as the four number operations, 
equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages and work on area and volume.  Numeracy 
(Reasoning) assessments provide information on how well your child can use and apply 
what they know in order to solve numerical problems. These assessments will take place 
in classrooms.

Year 7 & 8 Assessments
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The Tiger who came for tea

Nursery have been sharing the story 
of "The Tiger that came to Tea". We 
have been making jam sandwiches 
for the tiger, writing instructions for 
how to make sandwiches, making 
tiger masks and chasing tiger tails in 
P.E. 

We finished the week by wearing 
orange- These children are the future-
The future is bright, the future is 
orange!

Year 6 letters of guidance
Inspired by their reading of R.J. Palacio’s Wonder, Year 6 have been exploring how 
small actions promote inclusivity and personal wellbeing. To support our Year 3 pupils 
transitioning into the Lower Advance in September, Year 6 drafted personal letters 
offering practical guidance on how to succeed through acts of kindness, inclusion, and 
self-care. This week, they visited Year 3 to read their letters aloud, fostering wonderful 
cross-phase connections and easing transition anxieties. We are incredibly proud of 
the empathy and leadership our Year 6 pupils demonstrated in welcoming our younger 
learners to the next stage of their education.



Newsletter 22.05.26
Article 5: Governments should help parents to help you 
to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up.

Safeguarding spotlight
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ESL
https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8

https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8


Newsletter 22.05.26
Article 5: Governments should help parents to help you 
to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up.

ESL
https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8

https://forms.gle/SEwQPTQo6LibH7Qz8
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Community Corner

Pontypridd Theatre company brought Panto to the 
pupils of Afon Wen last December with great 
success.....they are now bringing the SOUTH WALES 
PREMIER of Frozen the West End Musical in June at 
Tylorstown Welfare Hall. Scan the QR Code on the 
poster to book and A discount of 10% using PTC10 
has been applied for Afon Wen.
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Community Corner
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Community Corner

We continue to host our monthly drop-in session for parents and carers who 

may be interested in support from Rhondda Cynon 

Taf’s Resilient Families Service.

The sessions will take place on the second Thursday of every month, from 

9:15am to 11:30am, in our Community Hub. The next drop-in session is 

this Thursday, 11th June.

The Resilient Families Service offers short-term, practical support 

to families across RCT. The service focuses on building family resilience and 

can support with a range of issues such as:

•establishing routines

•family relationships

•education and attendance

•housing or financial worries

•speech, language and communication needs

•emotional wellbeing

The drop-in sessions will be a relaxed and informal opportunity to find out more 

about the service, ask questions, and speak directly with a member of the team 

about any support that may be helpful for your family. There is no referral 

needed to attend.

Refreshments will be available, so please feel free to pop in at any point during 

the session.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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