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Key Dates

Dear Parent/Carers,

As we begin the final Summer half term, we would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the 

importance of attendance and the positive impact it has on every child's learning journey. Our 

Thought for the Week, "Time management is life management" by Robin Sharma, serves 

as a powerful reminder that the choices we make about how we use our time can shape our 

success, growth, and future opportunities.

For children, one of the most important ways to manage time effectively is through regular 

school attendance. Every lesson, activity, and interaction contributes to their development, 

helping them build knowledge, confidence, friendships, and essential life skills. When children 

attend school consistently and arrive on time, they are better able to engage fully in learning, 

keep pace with their peers, and benefit from the rich experiences that school provides each 

day.

Good attendance also helps children develop positive habits that will support them throughout 

their lives. By establishing strong routines and recognising the value of being present and 

prepared, children learn responsibility, commitment, and resilience. These qualities not only 

contribute to academic success but also help them become confident and independent 

learners.

As a school community, we greatly appreciate the support of parents and carers in promoting 

excellent attendance. Working together, we can ensure that every child has the opportunity to

make the most of their education and achieve their full potential. Thank you for your continued 

partnership in helping our children understand that every day counts and that managing their 

time wisely today lays the foundation for their success tomorrow.

Date Event

Thursday 11th June 2026 Year 11 leavers ceremony 1pm

Friday 12th June 2026 Advance Yr 4, 5, 6 sports day

Monday 15th June 2026 Japan Trip

Tuesday 16th June 2026 Year 10 Mathematics mock exam

Monday 22nd June 2026 Storey Arms Trip Year 5

Tuesday 23rd June 2026 Year 11 Prom 7pm

Thursday 25th June 2026 Year 5 open evening 4.30-6.00pm

Friday 26th June 2026 Advance Sports day

Monday 29th June 2026 Year 10 Work experience

Tuesday 30th June 2026 Year 1 celebration assembly 2.30pm
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The summer term brings the excitement of Sports Days. We are pleased to 

share the following schedule, and parents are warmly invited to attend where 

indicated:

• Advance Phase: Year 4–Year 6: Friday 12th June 9am start) – Parents 

invited

• Advance Phase Year 7 & Year 8: Friday 26th June 

• Achieve Phase Year 9 & Year 10: Friday 3rd July 

Sports Days

You are invited to attend Sports Day at the time specified above. If you are 

attending, please note that parents and carers are expected to remain on site for 

the full duration of the event, which will take place on the astroturf. If you need to 

use the toilet facilities during this time, a member of staff will escort you.

These arrangements are in place to safeguard all members of the school 

community as the school will remain in session during the Sports Day event.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We look forward to sharing 

this special event with you. 
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No phone from gate to gate

Pupils are being reminded of the school rules this week. Please could you 

reinforce this at home and ensure that your child is aware of the consequences 

if they break the rules. 
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Attendance



Newsletter 05.06.26
Article 15: To meet with your friends and join groups and clubs 

Gwaith Cartref (Homework)

We have published a new, centralised online hub for Gwaith Cartref (homework) 
for Years 4–11. You can now find all subject homework, knowledge organisers on 
the school website

What you will find

• Years 4–6: Weekly homework tasks directly linked to your child’s in-school 
sessions (literacy, numeracy and topic). These tasks are short, practical and 
designed for you to support at home.

• Years 7–11: A subject/unit knowledge page for each topic, containing key 
vocabulary/pre-learning and six independent homework tasks to be 
completed across the term. These tasks support independent study and 
revision.

• Quick access: QR codes and links from the site to Google Classroom and 
other blended learning resources used in lessons.

• These tasks will be set by class teachers, but you and your child can access 
them anytime on our website.

If you have trouble accessing the tasks
• Please contact the school/Mrs Stephens

How you can help at home (quick tips)
• For Years 4–6: Work alongside your child for 10–20 minutes on the weekly 

task; praise effort and look for improvements in reading or number facts.
• For Years 7–11: Encourage them to use the knowledge page to create one 

short retrieval activity per week (flashcard, 5-question quiz, brain-dump). This 
supports long-term memory and reduces last-minute revision stress.

• Keep it positive: mistakes are part of learning — short, regular practice beats 
long, infrequent sessions

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysgolafonwen.co.uk%2Fpage%2F%3Ftitle%3DYear%2B7%26pid%3D182&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Brewer%40ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru%7C52f61e7777c7488d4fa208dec206f2cd%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639161532249494451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F9XTToR8rRjxRMi%2FcLIBzT7RF%2BHct%2FdsYQYZaod2igM%3D&reserved=0
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Celebration of success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been nominated for the 

celebration of success this week. 

Nursery
Osian Kipling & Kairo 

Fox
Year 4

Ruby Harrop & 

Ezra Mansfield
Year 9

Albie Hill & 

Krystal Spear

Reception

Tymon Stebelko-

Sobien & Georgie 

Holloway

Year 5
Katie Davies & 

Oliver Rees 
Year 10

Corey Hall & 

Mia Webb

Year 1
Elijah Kuras & Raya-

Grace Davies
Year 6

Emilia Jenkins & 

Zion Abodunrin
Year 11

Ewan Clothier 

& Chloe 

Loveridge

Year 2
Elsie King & Evan 

Jones
Year 7

Abigail Frohwein 

& Levi Shepard

Year 3
Elizabeth Bishop & 

Clayton Kulina
Year 8

Ethan Button & 

Hallie-Jo Fenwick

Nursery Enterprise Project

To kickstart their enterprise project, nursery have been learning about money and 

role-playing exchanging money for goods in a shop. The children will be making 

their own product to sell next week.
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School Senedd

Pupils shared thoughtful views on learning experiences, wellbeing, and the 
development of a strong school ethos. Their contributions have been carefully 
recorded and incorporated into pupils' YAW improvement plan. Staff are now 
committed to working alongside learners to address the ideas raised and to keep 
making meaningful improvements for the school community.

On Thursday, 
School Senedd 3 
brought together 
learners from the 
Advance and 
Achieve phases for 
meaningful, 
positive 
discussions. 

Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 9)
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School Trip

Years 7-11

Final letters have been issued via Bromcom regarding the trips pupils in Years 7-11 have

chosen. Please note that the letter you have received is specific to your child’s selected trip.

We ask that all parents/carers carefully follow the instructions outlined in the letter,

particularly in relation to payment arrangements. If you have any questions or require

support, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Years 4-6

The Year 4–6 trip letter has been reissued via Bromcom. Please note that the payment

deadline has now been extended to 25th June. The consent form, which includes the option

to select either cinema or bowling, is linked within the letter. To secure your child’s place,

please ensure that both the consent form and payment are completed by this date.

Year 10 Examinations

GCSE Subject Date of Examination Examination
Qualification 

value

Triple Science 

Biology
Monday 8th June 2026 AM Unit 1 Biology, 

45% of 

qualification

History Tuesday 9th June 2026 AM 
Unit 3 Crime and 

Punishment

30% of 

qualification

Triple Science 

Chemistry 
Friday 12th June 2026 AM Unit 1 Chemistry,

45% of 

qualification

Triple Science 

Physics
Monday 15th June 2026 AM Unit 1 Physics

45% of 

qualification
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Year 5 Open Evening
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Community Celebration
Our Community Celebration on Hawthorn Green was a wonderful success and a 
proud moment for Ysgol Afon Wen. We were fortunate to enjoy dry, albeit windy, 
weather, for a joyful morning of music, reflection and togetherness.

Year 4 opened the ceremony beautifully with their rendition of “When It’s a Sunny 
Day,” singing with confidence and enthusiasm. We were then treated to a confident 
reading of The Village Blacksmith by Ezra Mansfield, who delivered the poem clearly 
and with great poise. This poem was chosen for its powerful message about service, 
hard work and the quiet importance of individuals who help to hold a community 
together.

Our Head Girl, Sophie, followed with an inspiring speech on the importance of being 
good neighbours (included below), before Year 4 returned with “Count Your 
Blessings,” reminding us of the value of gratitude and positivity.

The ceremony concluded with a Year 6 pupil, Nia, proudly cutting the ribbon.

We extend our sincere thanks to Hawthorn Neighbourhood Watch for their continued 
support this year, and for their generous gift of a cake, which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all involved.



Newsletter 05.06.26
Article 15: To meet with your friends and join groups and clubs 

Community Celebration

Thank you to Ffion, 
Carys, Ffion  and Jake 
from the Eco Club for 
supporting with a 
litter pick on the 
green before the 
ceremony. 

This was the reading delivered by the pupil leadership 

team and supported by a poem by Ezra in Year 4. 
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Community events

A big thank you to Fairtrade Pontypridd 
for their generous donation of teas, 
coffees and hot chocolates, supporting 
our newly opened community hub, Ty 
Taff. Fairtrade makes a real difference, 
helping farmers earn fairly and build 
better lives for their communities. Your 
kindness means a lot. These goodies 
will be put to great use at Wednesday’s 
Resilient Families drop-in session—
please see the flyer. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

We continue to host our monthly drop-in session for parents and carers who may be 

interested in support from Rhondda Cynon Taf’s Resilient Families Service.

The sessions will take place on the second Thursday of every month, from 9:15am to 

11:30am, in our Community Hub. The next drop-in session is this Thursday, 11th June.

The Resilient Families Service offers short-term, practical support to families across RCT. 

The service focuses on building family resilience and can support with a range of issues such 

as:

•establishing routines

•family relationships

•education and attendance

•housing or financial worries

•speech, language and communication needs

•emotional wellbeing

The drop-in sessions will be a relaxed and informal opportunity to find out more about the 

service, ask questions, and speak directly with a member of the team about any support that 

may be helpful for your family. There is no referral needed to attend.

Refreshments will be available, so please feel free to pop in at any point during the session.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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Community events
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