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Key Dates

Dear Parent/Carers,

As we come to the end of another busy and successful week at Ysgol Afon Wen, our 

Thought for the Week reminds us of the importance of resilience and self-belief:

"To help yourself, you must be yourself. Be the best that you can be. When you 

make a mistake, learn from it, pick yourself up and move on." – Dave Pelzer. 

This message reflects the journey of all our learners, particularly our Year 11 students, 

who reached a significant milestone this week. On Thursday, Year 6 pupils lined the 

corridors to clap Year 11 out of the building following their final year group assembly. It 

was a wonderful and emotional occasion as students reflected on their time at both Afon 

Wen and Hawthorn High School through photographs capturing their growth, 

achievements and memories over the years. There were smiles, laughter and a few tears 

as we watched videos of Year 11 learning their dance in Expressive Arts, celebrating the 

friendships, experiences and determination that have shaped them into the young people 

they are today.

We are incredibly proud of every member of Year 11. They have shown resilience, 

character and commitment throughout their school journey, and we wish them every 

success as they take their next steps. Well done, Year 11 – you leave with our very best 

wishes and the knowledge that you will always be part of the Hawthorn community.

Date Event

Monday 15th June 2026 Japan Trip

Tuesday 16th June 2026 Year 10 Mathematics mock exam

Monday 22nd June 2026 Storey Arms Trip Year 5

Tuesday 23rd June 2026 Year 11 Prom 7pm

Thursday 25th June 2026 Year 5 open evening 4.30-6.00pm

Friday 26th June 2026 Advance Sports day

Monday 29th June 2026 Year 10 Work experience

Tuesday 30th June 2026 Year 1 celebration assembly 2.30pm

Wednesday 1st July Year 2 celebration assembly 2.30pm

Thursday 2nd July Year 3 celebration assembly 2.30pm



The summer term brings the excitement of Sports Days. We are pleased to 

share the following schedule, and parents are warmly invited to attend where 

indicated:

• Advance Phase: Year 4–Year 6: Monday 15th June 9am start – Parents 

invited

• Advance Phase Year 7 & Year 8: Friday 26th June 

• Achieve Phase Year 9: Friday 3rd July 

Sports Days

You are invited to attend Sports Day at the time specified above. If you are 

attending, please note that parents and carers are expected to remain on site for 

the full duration of the event, which will take place on the astroturf. If you need to 

use the toilet facilities during this time, a member of staff will escort you.

These arrangements are in place to safeguard all members of the school 

community as the school will remain in session during the Sports Day event.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We look forward to sharing 

this special event with you. 
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Attendance
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Science Festival
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Celebration of success

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been nominated for the 

celebration of success this week. 

Nursery
Daisy Stokes & Rosie 

Riley-Williams
Year 4

Keeyana Williams & 
Leo Delaitre-Morgan

Year 9 Izzy Mardon-Hughes

Reception
Dosbarth Oren & 

Holly Hughes
Year 5 Katie Davies Year 10

Ethan Baker & Lily 
Morgan 

Year 1
Max Delaitre-Morgan 

& Ivy Herbert
Year 6

Jack Marchant & 
Gracie Rowe 

Year 11
Madison Bale & Deagon 

Dragon-Shmylo

Year 2
Mizan Shah & Louise 

Jones
Year 7

Ella Lewis & Jessica 
Suret

Year 3
Ashton Yim & Ewan 

Cowlishaw
Year 8

Riley Canning & Isla 
Cartlidge 

Year 7 - 11 Lunchtime option
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ALN Primary Coffee Morning 



Year 7 Humanities

Advance Phase (Year 4 to Year 9)
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Over the course of this year, Year 7 have looked at a number of case studies 
within Medieval Wales and England. One such case saw the pupils learning 
about the valiant defeat of Harold Godwinson at the hands of William, Duke of 
Normandy, at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. During half-term, pupils were 
entrusted to make a shield so that we could re-enact the infamous shield wall 
used by the English. We also showed how a feigned retreat undermined this 
defensive tactic and cost the Anglo-Saxons the battle and control of England. A 
special mention has to be given to Lexi for the construction of her ornate griffin 
embellished shield made from solid plywood.

Nursery visitor

Activate Phase (Nursery to Year 3)

On Tuesday, nursery had a special visitor. As part of their enterprise project, Ceri 
from ladybirds and lollipops pottery in Cwmbran visited the school to help the 
children create their own coaster. The children enjoyed the creative session and 
we are looking forward to seeing the final product when it has been glazed.



Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)
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Year 9 Lesson 1 (8.50am) Lesson 3 (11.15am)

Wednesday 17th June 2026 Mathematics Welsh

Thursday 18th June 2026 English

Friday 19th June 2026 Science Humanities

The Year 9 examination week schedule is below. These examinations will take place in the 

sports hall. 

Year 9 examinations

Year 10 Work Experience 27th June -3rd July 2026

A huge thanks to many families for securing placements for their children to go 
on work experience. We really appreciate your support. Unless you have heard 
from the school, or hear from us over the next week, your child’s placement has 
been signed off by RCT. Please encourage your son/daughter to touch base with 
the employer before the start of the week to ensure that they are fully prepared 
with any further instructions to be able to begin the week successfully.

If your child is not attending a work experience, then they are to attend school as 
normal that week.

Year 10 Work Experience 



Year 11 Leavers Assembly 

Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)
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Miss Jenkins led the Year 11 leavers assembly this week, celebrating the 

success and hard work of the pupils. Miss Jenkins presented awards from the 

staff to pupils in different categories, the pupils celebrated and presented 

awards to members of staff and awarded their peers in different categories. It 

was a lovely ceremony followed by a brilliant compilation of old photos and 

videos. Year 11 were clapped out of the building by Year 6 to sign shirt as a 

memory and finished the event with an ice cream. We will see you next week 

for the final examinations and then for your last official school event, the Year 

11 prom! We are very proud of you all. Congratulations for reaching the end of 

an era! 



Year 11 Leavers Assembly 

Achieve Phase (Year 9 to Year 11)
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Year 5 Open Evening
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ADHD Workshop
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Community Event
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Our school is pleased to signpost the 
Citizens Advice drop-in clinic taking 
place in Tŷ Tâf (Community Hub) this 
Thursday, 18th 09:00-11:00. All 
families are warmly welcome to 
attend, learn about available support, 
and ask questions. Refreshments will 
be available, kindly provided by 
Fairtrade Pontypridd. We look forward 
to seeing you there. Everyone invited.
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