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Dear Parents/Carers,   

It has been a very busy week in Ysgol Afon Wen. Today we have had a photographer on site taking 

photographs for our new website which is currently being designed . The health services have been 

on site checking on the Activate pupils eye sight, teeth and growth. The pupils were exemplary as 

they always are with guests. The Year 11 cooking examinations have taken place all week and the 

smell coming out of the technology department has been divine. The staff have thoroughly enjoyed 

checking the taste for pupils as well!  

Dates for your diary  

Date What’s happening? 

Friday 21st February  Eisteddfod 

Monday 24th February  Half term  

Wednesday 26th February Ski trip departs 

Monday 3rd March All pupils return to school after half term  

Wednesday 5th March Ski trip returns 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day 

Thursday 6th March Year 9 Option Evening  

Tuesday 18th March Nursing service on site for vaccinations (Yr9) 

The trip to Llanrannog was extreme-

ly successful for Year 6 and it has 

been wonderful watching their ad-

ventures. Thank you to the staff 

who took them, hopefully it will be 

an overnight trip to remember.  
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Senior Deputy Headteacher, Mrs K Gwyn   

It's with great pleasure that I share my return to Ysgol Afon Wen. The past few 

weeks have been a whirlwind of excitement, filled with warm reunions and 

new beginnings. I've had the pleasure of reconnecting with familiar faces from 

Hawthorn High School and have enjoyed the opportunity to meet our fantastic 

younger pupils and their families, as well as the dedicated staff of Ysgol Afon 

Wen. 

I want to remind everyone of my role as Designated Safeguarding Person for the school. Your 

child's wellbeing is our utmost priority. Should you have any concerns, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to us. We're here to support and nurture every pupil in our care. 

I am looking forward to contributing to our vibrant school community and helping to ensure that 

every member of Ysgol Afon Wen is able to be the best version of themselves. 

Mrs Gwyn 

Governing Body  

We are very fortunate at Ysgol 

Afon Wen to have committed gov-

ernors who give freely of their 

time and provide support and 

challenge to our school with the 

overall aim to raise standards of 

wellbeing and achievement.  
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Photography today 

A small selection of the photographs taken today whilst the pro-

fessional photographer was working with the pupils. These ones 

taken on a mobile phone are lovely, so we cannot wait to see 

the professional ones. Thank you to all pupils and staff in-

volved . We look forward to sharing the outcomes with you.  



Attendance  

Nursery  82% Year 4 88% Year 9 82% 

Reception  86% Year 5 92% Year 10 82% 

Year 1 95% Year 6 93% Year 11 84% 

Year 2 93% Year 7 92%   

Year 3 93% Year 8 90%   

Congratulations to Year 5 who have the highest attendance this week. The school expects every pupil to have 

at least 90% attendance to school.  A high level of attendance to school supports high levels of attainment and 

wellbeing.  
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Eisteddfod: Friday 21st February 2025 

We are thrilled to announce that we will be holding 

our annual Eisteddfod on Friday 21st February 2025. 

Our four houses are:  

Rhondda (Green), Cynon (Yellow), Taf (Blue) 

& Elia (Red)  

On the day Year 4 to Year 9 will be asked to wear a top of their house colour and ap-

propriate PE bottoms and trainers as there will be some active events.  

Nursery to Year 3 are welcome to do the same or dress in Welsh costumes or rugby 

shirts.  

Form teachers and class teachers will confirm the houses for individual pupils and the 

colour.  



Newsletter 14.02.25 
Right of the month: Article 7: I have a right to a name and to belong to a country 

Randon Act of Kindness Day 
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Community information  
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Community information  
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Catering  

Today the  pupils in Year 7—11 had a special 

menu specifically designed around Valentines 

Day.  

 

On the 20th February, there will be another 

themed menu linked to the six nations rugby.   

Sensory Packs 

Caudwell Children’s Autism Sensory Packs are spe-
cifically designed to support these children with 
affordable, fun, educational, and durable tools that 
help manage sensory experiences. Many items are 
compact and suitable for travel or use in school 
environments.   
For eligible families, Caudwell Children will cover 
80% of the pack’s cost, requiring only a £22 contri-
bution from the family. These packs provide great 
value and support for children on the autism spec-
trum, offering both enjoyment and sensory relief. 

www.caudwellchildren.com/  



Newsletter 14.02.25 
Right of the month: Article 7: I have a right to a name and to belong to a country 

Celebration of Success 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or teachers. Well done! 

Nursery Jimmy Hughes 

Mellina Driai 

Year 4 Katie Davies 

 Bradley Davies 

Year 9 Ava Whitfield  

Jack Rees  

Reception  Eira Lloyd 

 Eliza de Abreu 

Year 5 Allayah-Grace Jones 

 Georgie King 

Year 10 Finnley Williams  

Abree Pontin 

Year 1 Harmony Fletcher-Slocombe 

Roma-Faith Sharp 

Year 6 James Chipps Year 11 Deme-Jane Williams  

Jayden Lewis 

Year 2 Paislee Harris Year 7 Lilly Thorngate   

Year 3 Destiny Opedare 

Caleb Harley 

Year 8 Jake Moon 

 Isabella Reardon  

Noah Westacott 

  

Congratulations to the UK Maths Challenge participants this academic year. This is a 60 minute, 

25 multiple choice Challenge. It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and 

fluency to make students think. The problems on the Intermediate Maths Challenge are designed 

to make students think, most are accessible yet still challenge those with more experience.  

The school are very proud of all pupils who took part and the pupils achieving bronze and silver 

awards should be very proud of themselves.  

UKMT 
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Internet Safety  

To support the work that the pupils have been com-

pleting on internet safety, please see a parent/carer 

factsheet below.  


