
Newsletter 31.01.25 
Right of the month: Article 3: All adults should make decisions in the best interest of children. 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

New parent governors have joined the Governing Body this week and we have had the opportunity to meet the 

Governing Body and show them around the school and some of the work that the pupils have been doing. We 

are excited that Blossom Early Years is opening shortly and they have already held afternoons and invited mem-

bers of the community.  

It was an exciting week for the pupils in the Reception classes who had visits from some reptiles and learnt 

about different animals. The school Senedd meet this week and members of the Children’s Commissioners team 

has been discussing  children’s rights. See information further on in the newsletter.  

Dates for your diary  

Date What’s happening? 

Friday 7th February ACE day  (no pens day) 

Thursday 13th February  Year 9 Core subjects Parents’ Evening  

Friday 21st February  Eisteddfod 

Monday 24th February  Half term  

Wednesday 26th February Ski trip departs 

Monday 3rd March All pupils return to school after half term  

Wednesday 5th March Ski trip returns 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day 

Thursday 6th March Year 9 Options Evening  

Year 9 Options Process 

Please refer to letter sent via Class Chart for more information. Pupils need to start making appointments to see their 

core subject teachers: English, Mathematics, Science, Welsh.  



School books and bags 

Newsletter 31.01.25 
Right of the month: Article 3: All adults should make decisions in the best interest of children. 

All pupils in Year 7 to 11 have received information highlighting the importance of bringing their school 
exercise books home daily in order to revise, complete homework tasks set or additional work to rein-
force what they have been learning in class. 

As teachers and parents, we understand how critical it is for pupils to have regular opportunities to re-
view and practise the material outside of school hours.  

We ask for your support in ensuring your child brings a bag large enough to carry their equipment for 
school and school books home each day. A consistent revision routine can make a significant difference 
in their academic success and overall confidence. 

Equipment needed daily 



Activate & Lower Advance Menu 
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Next week 3rd February we will be on the WEEK 2 menu 



Upper Advance & Achieve Menu 
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Next week 3rd February we will be on the WEEK 2 menu 



School dinner money 
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Please could the school ask that all pupils in Year 7 –11 have sufficient funds on their 

school dinner money account. 

If you wish to make a payment the RCT website is: 

https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/SchoolsandLearning/SchoolPayments/

SchoolDinnerMoneyMakeaPayment.aspx   

All queries or questions regarding menus or accounts please contact the RCT service manager on: 

catering15.ysgolafonwen@ysgolafonwen.rctcbc.cymru.  

 



Progress Leaders and Phase leads 
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ACE Day  
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A Voice For All: Senedd Representatives Lead the Way 
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This Tuesday, form representatives and deputies from across the three phases—Activate, Advance, 
and Achieve—gathered for the second Senedd meeting of the academic year. Elected by their peers, 
these dedicated learners play a vital role in ensuring that Ysgol Afon Wen facilitates 'A Voice for 
All' within our school community. 

Learners conducted themselves wonderfully, discussing a wide range of topics—from online class-
rooms to outdoor spaces, from learning styles to after-school clubs. Their ability to articulate their 
own and others' experiences in Ysgol Afon Wen is truly valued, and demonstrates their commitment 
to shaping a school environment that meets the needs of all learners. 

Next, the focus shifts to turning discussion into action. Ideas and suggestions will be developed 
through our three faculties—Creativity, Innovation, and LiFE—as well as through Phase and Progress 
Leads. Additionally, the student sub-committees will play a key role in bringing these proposals to life. 

A huge well done to all involved for their maturity, enthusiasm, and leadership. The Senedd continues 
to be a powerful platform for student voice, proving that together, we can drive positive change 
across our school. 



Animal Encounters 
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Reception class have been finding out about the year of the snake for Chinese New Year. They thor-
oughly enjoyed a visit from Animal Encounters and meeting some very friendly snakes  



Children’s Commissioner Visit 
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Children's Commissioner for Wales Visits Ysgol Afon Wen 
On Monday, 27th January, Ysgol Afon Wen had the privilege of welcoming a delegation 
from the Children’s Commissioner for Wales to our school. Their visit was an inspiring op-
portunity for our learners to deepen their understanding of children’s rights and the vital 
role the Commissioner plays in ensuring every child in Wales is heard and supported. 

The day began with a whole-school assembly for Reception to Year 6 pupils, where learn-
ers engaged with the importance of rights and how these shape their lives. The session en-
couraged children to think about their own rights, responsibilities, and the role of the Chil-
dren's Commissioner in upholding them. 

Following the assembly, two interactive and thought-provoking workshops were delivered: 
  The first session brought together our Advance Class Representatives and Rights Com-
mittee, allowing them to explore and discuss rights in greater depth. 
  The second workshop engaged our Achieve Form Representatives and their Deputies, 
encouraging them to reflect on key issues and contribute their ideas to Ysgol Afon Wen’s 
Rights Respecting School Silver Award Development Plan. 

A key focus of the visit was January’s "Monthly Matter", which highlights Article 27 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC): 
"Governments should make sure families have access to good housing." 

Learners explored the difference between needs and wants, discussed the importance of 
safe and secure housing, and considered how these rights impact families across Wales 
and beyond. 

The visit was a fantastic opportunity for our learners to engage in meaningful discussions, 
express their views, and further embed the values of a Rights Respecting School within our 
community. 



Bronze Rights Respecting Schools Award 
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No Phone Zone 
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Community Event 



Attendance  

Nursery  84% Year 4 92% Year 9 81% 

Reception  88% Year 5 89% Year 10 85% 

Year 1 94% Year 6 92% Year 11 82% 

Year 2 94% Year 7 90%   

Year 3 92% Year 8 91%   

Congratulations to Year 1 and 2 who have the highest attendance this week. The school expects every pupil to have at 

least 90% attendance to school.  A high level of attendance to school supports high levels of attainment and wellbeing.  

Celebration of Success 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or teachers. Well done! 

Nursery  Ali-Rae Birch 

Cohan Reed  

Torvi Lewis 

Year 4  Ella Dunn 

Millie Morgan  

 Saffia Price 

Year 9  Lucy Crockett 

Courtney Shinton  

 Jamie Webber 

Reception  Amira Benkhassib  

 Cherrin Healy 

Year 5 Hattie Thomas  

Faith Wilson 

Year 10 Scarlett Parkhouse  

 Jacob Caruso 

Year 1 Miya Bray-Powell  

 Taran Woods 

Year 6 Levi Shepherd 

Amelia Findlay 

Ella Heydon 

Payton Jones  

Abigail-Jane Parton 

Year 11 Millie Barnes  

 Franky Bonner 

Year 2 Iwan Cowlish  Year 7 Poppy Jeans-Gunn  

Autumn Jones 

  

Year 3 Louie Joyce  

Chase Francis 

Year 8 Bobby McCabe  

Ava Emerson 
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