
Newsletter 25.10.24  
Dear Parents & Carers,  

It has been really busy half term and we are sure that all of the pupils are looking forward to enjoying the week’s break. It 

was wonderful to welcome parents/carers from Nursery to Year 6 into the school to discuss their child’s progress and how 

they have settled in with class teachers. Progress evening is always an invaluable opportunity to bolster the home school 

partnership and we are grateful for your time and support.  

In assembly this week, pupils have been learning about the history of and listening to messages about safety during Hallow-

een and Firework events. We hope all families have a safe, restful and relaxing break together and look forward to welcom-

ing pupils back refreshed and ready to learn.  

Right of the month: Article 31: Your right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.  

Dates for your diary  

  Half term Monday 28th October until Friday 1st November 2024  

 November GCSE examinations for English Language, Mathematics and Numeracy  

 Monday 4th November: Year 9 interim report published 

Careers Wales newsletter 

Please see attachment for the Careers Wales Autumn Newsletter. Some useful Year 9 and 11 information and advice.  
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School Uniform  

The pupils look extremely smart and well presented in their new school uniform. Thank you very 
much for your support during the first half term of Ysgol Afon Wen.   
 
As the term progresses and pupils grow out of items, the school are going to start a Uniform Swap 
Shop where members of the community (including the pupils themselves) can drop off items to re-
ception to be recycled for others to reuse. The school will then open this facility for pupils and fami-
lies to come and pick up items free of charge.  
 
Please could we take this opportunity to remind you of the school uniform requirements:  
A navy jumper/cardigan and a white polo shirt with a charcoal grey base (including grey tights). 
This is worn with plain black waterproof shoes.  

Further information on school uniform expectations:  

Our New School Uniform update | Ysgol Afon Wen  

https://www.ysgolafonwen.co.uk/En/News/2024/July/OurNewSchoolUniformupdate.aspx
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Enrichment offer for Year 3—6:  

Years 3-6, the competition will be running as 
classes and for Year 7-9, the competition will be 
as a form class.  For those who are unfamiliar 
with TTrockstars, it is a platform we use within 
Ysgol Afon Wen to help with the pupil's multipli-
cation and division skills.  
 
To win the 'Battle of Class', each pupil will have 
to gain points on their TTrockstar accounts 
(more questions, more points). The class/form 
class that come out at the top will win an after-
noon Movie experience in the school. There is 
going to be 2 separate competitions to keep the 
competition fair.  
 
All pupils should have a login, if not see their 
class teacher or Maths teacher 

Numeracy Competition for Year 3—9  
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Nursery Sophia James 
Annie Brown  

Year 4 Katie Davies 
Halen O' Leary 

Year 9 Teni Abodunrin-

Connor Morgan  

Reception  Billy Mckenzie 
Jarrad Close Kedward  

Year 5 Ruby May 
Mia Tomaszewski 

Year 10 Le Qi Lin  
Lucas Parsons 

Year 1 Lucas Granelli 
Hunter Oliver  

Year 6 Ella Heydon 
Elijah Thurlow 

Seren Coles 

Year 11 Roza Almaghribi 
Caleb Edwards 

Year 2 Romi Rose Morris 
Farrel Preec  

Year 7 Molly Jones  
Saboor Yadgari 

  

Year 3 Lexi-May Johnson   
Aneira Johns 

Year 8 Layla Burgess  
Zion Matthew 

  

Celebration of Success 
Congratulations to the following pupils who have achieved the most positive points this week. Well done! 

Congratulations to this Year 6 pupil who is currently representing Ponty-
pridd Schools U11's rugby 

School Production  

High school Musical . 

More information to follow in      

November. 
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Congratulations to Year 6 who have the highest attendance this week.  The school expects every pupil to 

have at least 95% attendance to school.    

Attendance  

Nursery  80% Year 4 93% Year 9 82% 

Reception  82% Year 5 92% Year 10 84% 

Year 1 84% Year 6 95% Year 11 83% 

Year 2 93% Year 7 89%   

Year 3 89% Year 8 89%   

Senedd Meeting 

The school's first Senedd took 
place this week with all learners 
in Ysgol Afon Wen having the 
opportunity to express their 
opinion on school life via their 
Form Representatives. 
 
Learners were articulate and 
spoke passionately about school 
life, with issues discussed rang-
ing from school clubs to the can-
teen, and from toilets to 
transport! The School Council 
will use all of these helpful con-
tributions to form an action plan 
that will be worked upon by our 
sub-committees. 
 
Watch this space for exciting 
developments throughout the 
school year! 
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Faculty of Creativity—News 
Rehearsals for our school production of 'High School Musical' are going well. 
Dates for the show will be released before half term and tickets available to 
buy after half term. Please keep an eye on Class Charts for information on 
rehearsal times and particular cast members that need to attend.' - Mrs K 
Jones 

Additionally, we’ve recently introduced the "Control the Game" strategy in our classrooms to 
enhance reading fluency and engagement. We're thrilled to see how positively our pupils have 
responded, with increased confidence in their reading and active participation in lessons in the 
Creativity Faculty and across the whole school! Da iawn i chi gyd. - Miss Frost - Literacy Lead 
 
It has been working brilliantly  in my Year 7 English and Drama lessons. Pupils who have pre-
viously been nervous to read aloud, have done so this week with an improve confidence. - 
Miss Burnett 

We recently celebrated National Poetry Day at Ysgol Afon 
Wen, and our students took part in a poetry competition by 
Young Writers on the theme of "The Beautiful Truth." Their cre-
ativity shone as they wrote about everything from a love of pick-
les to the symbolism of rainbows. We're proud of their imagina-
tive work and enjoyed seeing their unique perspectives come to 
life in their poems!  

Year 11 English learners are working exceptionally hard 
and getting high marks on their Snapshot Assessments. 
Da iawn chi! 

Students in some KS3 classes have been extremely 
creative and took Shwmae Su'mae day in good spirits 
that we celebrated on 15

th
 October. Ardderchog a da 

iawn i chi gyd! We have also been introducing the 
"Control the Game" strategy with reading from year 7-11 
and has had a positive impact on students learning and 
comprehension, as well as their confidence. 
Mrs Holland 
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