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Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been a very busy week here in Ysgol Afon Wen. Year 11 started to take their GCSE examinations 

and the younger pupils and parents in Activate have started to use the Numicon lending library.  

Thank you to everyone who came to the Year 7 progress evening yesterday, it was a great opportunity 

to find out about how your child is progressing in each subject and what they need to do to continue to 

improve.  

 

Dates for your diary  

Date Event 

Friday 23rd May 2025 Last day of May half term.  

Monday 2nd June 2025 
Pupils return to school  

Testing window opens for the Welsh National Tests 

Monday 9th June 2025 Year 9 reports published this week  

Monday 16th June 2025 Year 10 reports published this week  

Wednesday 18th June 2025 GCSE examinations end 

Monday 23rd June 2025 
Year 6 transition week  

Year 10 work experience week 

For more  information 

about borrowing from the 

Numicon lending library, 

please speak to the Activate 

(Nursery—Year 3) class 

teacher or Mrs K Connor, 

Activate Phase  Leader.  

Year 11 pupils and parents are reminded that pupils are not allowed to go home after GCSE exami-

nations as revision sessions are still being completed within school day to support the examination 

preparation. After the May half term break, pupils may opt to study at home with their parents per-

mission. Please see information later in the newsletter. Thank you for the support.  
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Stakeholder Voice 

A Voice for All: Ysgol Afon Wen’s First Community Clinic 

On Tuesday 7th May, Ysgol Afon Wen proudly launched our first ever community outreach event, 
hosted at Rhydyfelin Children’s Centre. This new initiative aims to strengthen the vital partnership 
between school and home by offering families the opportunity to engage in open, face-to-face con-
versations with members of our Senior Leadership Team. 

The clinic provided a warm, welcoming space where parents and carers could share ideas, raise con-
cerns, and work collaboratively with staff to support the wellbeing and progress of their children. At 
the heart of this initiative is our belief that meaningful dialogue with families is key to helping every 
learner thrive – academically, socially, and emotionally. 

We are extremely grateful to Angela and the team at Rhydyfelin Children’s Centre for their support 
in facilitating this successful event. 

The next community clinic is scheduled to take place in Treforest this June – further details will be 
shared shortly. We look forward to continuing these valuable conversations across our wider school 
community. 

Year 11 revision sessions 

Highlighted in red are the revi-

sion sessions that are organised 

prior to the GCSE examinations 

this week coming.  

Year 11 pupils are expected to 
attend school both before and after 
their scheduled examinations until 
further notice. This arrangement is 
designed to provide our students 
with the necessary support and re-
sources during this critical period of 
their academic journey. 
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Hay Festival Trips – Year 6 & Year 7 

The Creativity Faculty is delighted to announce that both Year 6 and Year 7 pupils have the opportunity to attend the re-

nowned Hay Festival – a celebration of literature, creativity, and inspiring ideas. 

• Year 6 pupils will attend on Thursday 22nd May, where they will attend talks with Patrice Lawrence and Frank Cottrell-

Boyce. 

Year 7 pupils will attend on Friday 23rd May, where they will attend talks with Alastair Campbell and Liz Hyder. 
During the trip, pupils will attend author talks and have the chance to explore the festival site. They may bring money to 

purchase books or bring their own copies to be signed. 

• Year 6: 45 places available | £18 per pupil 

Year 7: 50 places available | £16 per pupil 
Pupils must wear school uniform and bring a packed lunch. Those eligible for free school meals will be provided with one. As 

this is an outdoor event, please ensure they are dressed appropriately for the weather (e.g. coat, sun cream). 

Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Please return permission slips and make payment online 

by Friday 16th May 2025 to secure your child’s place. 

If you require a copy of the letter, please ask your child to speak to their class teacher or Miss Frost. 

We look forward to what promises to be an inspiring and 

memorable day for both year groups! 

Hay Festival Trip 
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Celebration of Success 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been commended by their Progress leader or teachers. 

Nursery Omotolani Abiona 

Mia Lewis-Morgan 

Year 4 Peyton Powderhill  

Bradley Davies 

Year 9 Alexis Welthagen  

 Jake Fisher 

Reception  Ffion Jenkins 

 Lili-Wen  

Year 5 Cody Pitman  

Brody Pascoe 

Year 10 Salmah Alabi  

 Sean Long 

Year 1 Lewis Ivin 

 Hunter Oliver 

Year 6 Isla Collins 

Eryn Williams  

Bailey Troake 

Year 11 Lexie Walsh  

Callum Marriot  

Year 2 Elizabeth Bishop 

Kingsley Lacey  

Sarsha Freeman 

Year 7 Calon Cousins  

 Elyne Johnson-Ibe  

  

Year 3 Aroura-May Bailey Year 8 Albie Hiil 

Amber Crockett 

Izzy Mardon-Hughes 

  

Congratulations to Max Lucas in year 6 who is representing Ysgol Afon Wen as a player for Pontyprdd 
schools in the DC Thomas cup final against Bridgend. The final is in Rodney Parade Newport on the 21st 
May at 14:30  
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Attendance Challenge 

Attendance  

Nursery  82% Year 4 92% Year 9 83% 

Reception  86% Year 5 93% Year 10 83% 

Year 1 93% Year 6 90% Year 11 83% 

Year 2 93% Year 7 89%   

Year 3 91% Year 8 90%   

Congratulations to  Year 1, 3 and 5 who have the highest attendance this week. The school ex-

pects every pupil to have at least 90% attendance to school.  A high level of attendance to school sup-

ports high levels of attainment and wellbeing.  

10 days of Summer Attendance Challenge 
 
On Monday 12th May, we will launch our 10 Days of Summer challenge for all pupils in Years 5-11. 
Excellent school attendance is a priority for everyone at Ysgol Afon Wen and we are keen to encour-
age all pupils to take advantage of every teaching and learning opportunity available to them at 
school.  
The aim of the challenge is to encourage pupils to attend school every day in the lead up to half term. 
The challenge will begin on Monday 12th May and finish on Friday 23rd May. For every day that a pu-
pil attends school, they will receive an entry to the prize draw. Form Tutors/Class Teachers and will 
keep track of their attendance and entries.   

There will be a prize draw per year group on the Friday 23rd May. Pupils must be in on the last day 
(Friday 23rd May) to be in with a chance to win a prize. Watch this space for confirmation of prizes! 

We hope that you will continue to support us as we approach half term by ensuring your child 
attends school every day. 
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We’re delighted to share that this term we have introduced the Read Write Inc. programme across our school as 
part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring every child becomes a confident and enthusiastic reader. 

What is Read Write Inc.? 

Read Write Inc. (RWI) is a highly successful phonics-based programme that helps children learn to read and write 
from an early age. It’s used in schools across the UK and has a strong track record of helping children make rapid 
progress in their reading. 

The programme is designed to: 

• Teach children to read accurately and fluently 

• Build their confidence with writing and spelling 
Develop their speaking and comprehension skills 
 

We are incredibly excited to be embarking on our Read Write Inc. journey. We look forward to sharing more up-
dates with you as the programme gets underway! 

Read Write Inc 
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Gwaith Cartref/Homework 

The Creativity Faculty  launched an exciting and brand new Homework Menu designed to inspire student 
engagement and independent learning across all of our subjects. This flexible approach allows learners to 
choose from a range of creative tasks tailored to different skill levels and interests, encouraging explora-
tion beyond the classroom. The menu aims to nurture curiosity, develop practical skills, and foster a life-
long love for the creative arts.  
 
"I picked the homework on word classes in English. I could test my knowledge of what I covered in class 
and this has given me more confidence. I feel more independent now too." Mckenzie M Year 9 
 
"It's the same menu for all Creativity so it makes it easier for me to know what I've got to do for my 
homework and remember when to hand it in." Alfie H Year 9  
 
"I like that I get to pick which homework I want to do, it makes it easier for me." Harley G  Year 8  
 
"The tasks that we pick from are all fun, even though they are about the work we do in class they are cre-
ative ways of doing the work. I really liked the variety of tasks for us to pick from. " Maia Amos Year 8  
 
"The homework menu will make handing in work easier and having the choice to pick the tasks makes  it 
much more fun." Amber C Year 8 
 
Next week will be the turn of the Innovation Faculty to set gwaith cartref/homework. This will be sub-
ject such as Mathematics, Science and Technology. Ask your child to show you the homework set.  
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Innovation Faculty News 
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